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As the nation’s capital and home to a vibrant diplomatic 
community, Washington, DC is at the intersection of government 
and international business. Successive administrations have 
emphasized exports to encourage economic growth and build a 
foundation for a sustainable robust economy. Toward that end, 
federal agencies with a mandate for trade have redoubled their 
support of U.S. businesses in their efforts to enter the international 
trade arena. Located in the heart of Federal Triangle, the Ronald 
Reagan Building and International Trade Center (RRB/ITC) is the 
preeminent forum for U.S. trade promotion.

The RRB/ITC represents the collaborative efforts of the U.S. 
government, the private-sector, educational institutions and trade 
associations. This partnership promotes opportunities for global 
trade, commerce, communications and international cultural 
exchange. Owned and operated by the U.S. General Services 
Administration, the International Trade Center promotes world  
trade by complementing the initiatives of federal, state and  
local agencies. 

As the only federal building dedicated to both government and 
private use, the RRB/ITC has been mandated by Congress to 
combine the country’s best public and private resources to create a 
national forum that advances trade. Designated as the World Trade 
Center Washington, DC, the RRB/ITC is open to the public, housing 
federal tenants- the U.S. Agency for International Development, 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, the Wilson Center and 
the Environmental Protection Agency- as well as private sector 
businesses engaged in international commerce.

To learn more about the Ronald Reagan Building and International 
Trade Center visit www.rrbitc.com or call 202.312.1300.

https://itcdc.com/
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Washington, DC, is home to a wealth of resources ready to help 
your small or medium-sized enterprise (SME) become a successful 
competitor in the international marketplace. Hidden among a profusion 
of acronyms are government agencies, trade groups, multilateral 
development banks, and a vast network of capacity-building 
organizations able to provide assistance as you reach beyond U.S. 
borders and begin exporting to new markets.

The Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center (RRB/ITC) 
is owned by the U.S. General Services Administration and managed 
through a public-private partnership with Trade Center Management 
Associates (TCMA). The RRB/ITC is a dynamic hub for government, 
commerce, culture and the community in heart of the nation’s capital. 
Our world-class venue features a premier conference and event center 
with 65,000 square feet of contemporary meeting space, the perfect 
platform for trade and cultural events.

Our team at the World Trade Center Washington, DC (WTCDC)  
develops programs that connect people, foster international dialogue 
and generate business opportunities around the economic benefits that 
can be realized through international trade. Using our network of trade 
resources, we have compiled the Capital Trade Guide as an easy-to-use 
primer to help you find the right agencies and organizations to expand 
your business from a domestic operation to a thriving  
global corporation.

Welcome to the Capital Trade Guide!

Current technology is making the world seem like a smaller place - 
communicating with someone in another country is as easy as making 
a phone call or sending an email. That’s why it’s hard to believe with all 
this technology less than one percent of American companies export. 
With nearly 95 percent of consumers living outside the U.S., too many 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SME’s) are leaving vast amounts 
of potential business untouched.

Many companies may not be fully aware of the opportunities awaiting 
them in growing international markets. At the same time, many hold 
outdated perceptions about the difficulties of exporting and don’t 
realize that fewer trade barriers, new technology and the availability of 
business services have made it easier to export globally.

To help you step beyond U.S. borders and provide you with the 
transformative power of exporting, the World Trade Center Washington, 
DC publishes the Capital Trade Guide as a comprehensive directory 
to the federal agencies, trade associations, embassies and digital 
resources available to you. I encourage you to utilize these 
organizations as you look to expand your market globally. The WTCDC 
is here to help you navigate the world of trade. For further information 
on our trade facilitation services, please contact our  
office at tradeinfo@rrbitc.com.

Wishing you much success!

Andrew F. Gelfuso
Vice President, TCMA (A Drew Company)
Director, World Trade Center
Washington, DC

Andrew F. Gelfuso

John P. Drew
CEO, TCMA (A Drew Company)
President, Drew Company

John P. Drew

mailto:tradeinfo%40itcdc.com?subject=
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FEDERAL  
DEPARTMENTS 
AND AGENCIES

Overview
The federal government, working collaboratively with state and local 
governments, provides efficient, responsive and results-oriented 
export promotion services. This integrated approach to customer 
service equips U.S. businesses—particularly small and medium-
sized companies—with the information and resources they need to 
successfully export and, by extension, promote sustained U.S. growth, 
economic security and job creation.

EXPORT SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE GOVERNMENT:
 ⊲ Business counseling

 ⊲ Market-specific financing and logistical guidance

 ⊲ Orientation sessions

 ⊲ Workshops, symposia and online training

 ⊲ Promotion for both overseas and domestic trade events
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Core Services
INTERNATIONAL CONTRACT 
PROCUREMENT ASSISTANCE

In Depth
The Advocacy Center mobilizes U.S. government resources and authority to  
level the playing field for U.S. businesses competing for international contracts  
or other export opportunities.

THE ADVOCACY CENTER SUPPORTS U.S. EXPORTERS BY:

 ⊲ Promoting U.S. products and services in global markets

 ⊲ Encouraging transparency throughout the tendering process

 ⊲ Mitigating unfair trade practices such as bribery

 ⊲ Focusing on overseas business opportunities that 
involve foreign government decision-makers 

THE ADVOCACY CENTER RETAINS LIAISONS WITH THE FOLLOWING BANKS 
TO ASSIST U.S. FIRMS TO ADVOCATE ON THEIR BEHALF:

 ⊲ The World Bank Group

 ⊲ Inter-American Development Bank

 ⊲ European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

 ⊲ African Development Bank

 ⊲ Asian Development Bank

In Brief
As a service of the International Trade Administration 
(ITA), the Advocacy Center works on behalf of U.S. 
companies to help them secure large international 
contracts.

ADVOCACY CENTER
OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
ADMINISTRATION 

Contact
Advocacy Center 
U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave., NW, Room 10020 
Washington, DC 20230

202.647.1625

www.export.gov/advocacy

https://goo.gl/maps/SKRcbsUK79RZotVz6
https://goo.gl/maps/SKRcbsUK79RZotVz6
http://www.export.gov/advocacy
https://goo.gl/maps/SKRcbsUK79RZotVz6
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Contact
U.S. Customs and Border Protection

Ronald Reagan Building and 
International Trade Center

1300 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20004

877.227.5511

www.cbp.gov

Core Services
BORDER PROTECTION, TRADE  
FACILITATION, ENFORCEMENT

In Brief
U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) facilitates 
the inbound flow of legitimate trade and travel while 
simultaneously enforcing security measures to  
prevent terrorists and unauthorized weapons from 
reaching U.S. soil.

In Depth
CBP is the unified border agency within the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 
CBP consolidates the U.S. Border Patrol Agency with inspection workforces and  
border authorities from U.S. Customs, U.S. Immigration, and the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service.

NEARLY 52,000 CBP EMPLOYEES WORK TO SUSTAIN A FAIR AND COMPETITIVE 
TRADE ENVIRONMENT BY:

 ⊲ Protecting U.S. businesses from unfair trade practices

 ⊲ Collecting import duties, taxes and fees

 ⊲ Enforcing trade laws

 ⊲ Regulating trade practices and maintaining export controls

CURRENT CBP PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES INCLUDE:

 ⊲ Customs Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT): Partners with the 
trade community to provide a seamless, security-conscious environment during 
international transactions.

 ⊲ Container Security Initiative (CSI): Establishes bilateral partnerships with foreign 
authorities to identify high-risk cargo containers before they are loaded on 
vessels destined for the United States.

 ⊲ US-VISIT: Uses biometric data to improve the visa and international travel 
process for citizens and international visitors. After collecting data such as 
digital fingerprints and photographs, US-VISIT checks this information against a 
database of known criminals and suspected terrorists.

CBP
U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION

https://www.google.com/maps/place/U.S.+Customs+%26+Border+Protection/@38.8951018,-77.0322838,16.97z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1sU.S.+Customs+and+Border+Protection!3m4!1s0x0:0xdb59a4afb06e7adc!8m2!3d38.893801!4d-77.0307577
https://www.google.com/maps/place/U.S.+Customs+%26+Border+Protection/@38.8951018,-77.0322838,16.97z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1sU.S.+Customs+and+Border+Protection!3m4!1s0x0:0xdb59a4afb06e7adc!8m2!3d38.893801!4d-77.0307577
http://www.cbp.gov
https://www.google.com/maps/place/U.S.+Customs+%26+Border+Protection/@38.8951018,-77.0322838,16.97z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1sU.S.+Customs+and+Border+Protection!3m4!1s0x0:0xdb59a4afb06e7adc!8m2!3d38.893801!4d-77.0307577
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Core Services
COMMERCIAL INFORMATION, 
MARKET OPPORTUNITIES,  
CONFLICT RESOLUTION

In Brief
The Office of Commercial and Business Affairs (CBA) 
plays a major role in coordinating trade and investment 
matters in support of U.S. firms conducting business 
overseas.

In Depth
CBA (a division of the State Department) advocates for U.S. business interests 
abroad, strengthens intellectual property enforcement and ensures U.S. private 
sector concerns are integrated into the foreign and economic policy. 

CBA CAN PROVIDE INFORMATION ON IMPORTANT ISSUES SUCH AS:

 ⊲ Corruption and bribery in overseas markets

 ⊲ Controls on exporting sensitive equipment and technologies

 ⊲ Business-related visas for employees, partners and clients of U.S. firms

CBA AND THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WORK WITH U.S. GOVERNMENT TRADE 
PROMOTION PARTNERS AND U.S. EMBASSIES AROUND THE WORLD TO 
SUPPORT AMERICAN BUSINESSES OVERSEAS BY:

 ⊲ Identifying market opportunities

 ⊲ Creating parity for U.S. exporters

 ⊲ Providing access to a market research library containing more than 100,000 
industry- and country-specific market reports

 ⊲ Resolving trade and investment disputes

 ⊲ Protecting intellectual property rights

CBA
THE OFFICE OF COMMERCIAL 
AND BUSINESS AFFAIRS

Contact
The Office of Commercial and  
Business Affairs

2201 C St., NW, Room 2318 
Washington DC 20230

202.647.1625

www.state.gov/e/eeb/cba

https://goo.gl/maps/TFKYexD59L3Fcdpd8
https://goo.gl/maps/TFKYexD59L3Fcdpd8
http://www.state.gov/e/eeb/cba
https://goo.gl/maps/TFKYexD59L3Fcdpd8
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Core Services
FOREIGN CONTRACT PROCUREMENT 
ASSISTANCE, INFORMATION,  
NETWORKING, CONSULTING

In Brief
The U.S. Commercial Service (CS) is the trade promotion 
unit of the International Trade Administration (ITA).

In Depth
The U.S. Commercial Service maintains a network of export and industry specialists 
located in more than 100 U.S. cities and over 75 countries worldwide. These trade 
professionals provide counseling and a variety of products and services to help small 
and medium-sized U.S. businesses begin exporting or enter new global markets.

SERVICES INCLUDE:

 ⊲ World-class market research

 ⊲ Trade events that promote U.S. companies’ products or services to  
qualified buyers

 ⊲ Introductions to qualified buyers and distributors

 ⊲ Counseling and advocacy through every step of the export process

THE U.S. COMMERCIAL SERVICE ALSO HELPS FACILITATE EXPORTS AND 
INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION THROUGH THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS:

 ⊲ International Partner Search: Specialists supply detailed information  
about international companies expressing interest in a U.S. company’s  
products or services.

 ⊲ Gold Key Matching Service: This B2B matching service provides one-on-
one appointments with prescreened potential agents, distributors, sales 
representatives, association and government contacts, licensing or joint venture 
partners, and other strategic business partners in a U.S. company’s target market.

 ⊲ Commercial News USA: The official export promotion magazine of the U.S. 
Department of Commerce helps U.S. companies find buyers and distributors  
for their products and services. The magazine reaches over 400,000  
buyers in 145 countries.

 ⊲ Export.gov: The U.S. Commercial Service uses Export.gov, the U.S. government’s 
export portal, as its primary export assistance resource.

CS
U.S. COMMERCIAL SERVICE

Contact
U.S. Commercial Service 
U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20230

1.800.872.8723 

www.trade.gov/cs

https://goo.gl/maps/QmwwgoMMxHR8bjw7A
https://goo.gl/maps/QmwwgoMMxHR8bjw7A
http://www.trade.gov/cs
https://goo.gl/maps/QmwwgoMMxHR8bjw7A
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Core Services
REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT, 
PROCUREMENT OPPORTUNITIES, 
ECONOMIC GROWTH STRATEGY

In Brief
The Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and 
Economic Development (DMPED) supports the Mayor of 
the District of Columbia in developing and executing the 
District’s economic development vision.

In Depth
DMPED assists the Mayor in the coordination, planning, supervision, and 
execution of economic development efforts in the District of Columbia with 
the goal of creating and preserving affordable housing, creating jobs, and 
increasing tax revenue. DMPED pursues policies and programs that create strong 
neighborhoods, expand and diversify the local economy, and provide residents 
with pathways to the middle class. 

DMPED’S TOP PRIORITIES INCLUDE:

 ⊲ Affordable Housing: Through partnerships with housing production 
agencies, DMPED will look to continue to produce, preserve and protect 
affordable housing.

 ⊲ Business Attraction and Retention: The goal is to bring together federal, 
nonprofit and private partners to expand the District’s tax bases, attract 
and retain businesses of all sizes, bring good-paying jobs to residents and 
strengthen the business climate.

 ⊲ Neighborhood Revitalization: DMPED plans to create vibrant and stable 
neighborhoods, rebuild retail corridors and work hard to ensure that every 
District investment yields real benefits for residents and local businesses.

 ⊲ Job Creation and Government Coordination: Coordinating a cluster of 
government agencies that regularly work with the business community, 
DMPED is leading the charge to create jobs for DC residents by growing and 
supporting businesses currently in the District and attracting new businesses.

DMPED
THE OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY MAYOR FOR  
PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Contact
The Office of the Deputy Mayor for  
Planning and Economic Development

1350 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Room 317 
Washington, DC 20004

202.727.6365

www.dmped.dc.gov

https://goo.gl/maps/dHxrChxsijk95UsD7
https://goo.gl/maps/dHxrChxsijk95UsD7
http://www.dmped.dc.gov
https://goo.gl/maps/dHxrChxsijk95UsD7
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Core Services
LOANS, INSURANCE, FINANCING

In Brief
The Export-Import Bank of the United States (EXIM Bank) 
provides loan guarantees, direct financing and other 
services to encourage export development.

EXIM BANK 
EXPORT-IMPORT BANK OF THE UNITED STATES 

In Depth
EXIM Bank is an independent federal agency that fills gaps in private export 
finance in order to bolster U.S. job growth at no cost to American taxpayers.

EXIM provides trade financing solutions—including export credit insurance, 
working capital guarantees, and guarantees of commercial loans to foreign 
buyers—to empower exporters of U.S. goods and services.

SPECIFIC EXIM BANK PROGRAMS INCLUDE:

 ⊲ Working Capital Guarantee Program: Working capital loans help small 
and medium-sized businesses obtain critical pre-export financing from 
commercial lenders. EXIM Bank guarantees 90 percent of the principal and 
interest on transaction-specific loans or revolving lines of credit extended to 
eligible exporters.

 ⊲ Export Credit Insurance: EXIM Bank’s insurance covers buyer nonpayment 
as well as commercial and political risks.

 ⊲ Loan Guarantees: EXIM Bank assists exporters by guaranteeing term 
financing to creditworthy international buyers purchasing U.S. goods and 
services. With an EXIM Bank loan guarantee, international buyers are 
able to obtain competitive term financing from lenders when financing is 
otherwise unavailable.

 ⊲ Fixed-Rate Loans: EXIM Bank assists exporters by providing fixed-rate loans 
to international buyers purchasing U.S. goods and services.

EXIM has supported more than 
1.7 million 

U.S. jobs in the last decade

https://www.exim.gov/about/ 
facts-about-ex-im-bank

Contact
Export-Import Bank of 
the United States

811 Vermont Ave., NW  
Washington, DC 20571

202.565.3946

www.exim.gov

https://goo.gl/maps/uMw7xr8S8u7VPQf27
https://www.exim.gov/about/facts-about-ex-im-bank
https://www.exim.gov/about/facts-about-ex-im-bank
https://goo.gl/maps/uMw7xr8S8u7VPQf27
https://goo.gl/maps/uMw7xr8S8u7VPQf27
http://www.exim.gov
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Core Services
INFORMATION ACCESS, RESOURCE 
FOR ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS AND  
SERVICES

In Brief
Export.gov consolidates resources offered by 19 federal 
agencies, providing American exporters easy access 
to the tools they need to successfully navigate the 
international sales process.

In Depth
Managed by the U.S. International Trade Administration, Export.gov centralizes  
public and private-sector resources to help American businesses plan their 
international sales strategies. It is the U.S. government’s trade promotion and  
finance portal, delivering export information and services to small and  
medium-sized American companies.

THE COMPREHENSIVE RESOURCES OF EXPORT.GOV  
STREAMLINE ACCESS TO:

 ⊲ Market research

 ⊲ Trade leads

 ⊲ Export finance information

 ⊲ Agricultural export assistance

EXPORT.GOV CONSOLIDATES RESOURCES PROVIDED BY THE FOLLOWING U.S. 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES:

 ⊲ Export-Import Bank (EXIM Bank)

 ⊲ Foreign Agriculture Service (FAS)

 ⊲ International Trade Administration 
(ITA)

 ⊲ Office of Foreign Assets Control 
(OFAC)

 ⊲ Office of the United States Trade 
Representative (USTR)

 ⊲ Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation (OPIC)

EXPORT.GOV

 ⊲ U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID)

 ⊲ U.S. Department of Commerce (CS)

 ⊲ U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)

 ⊲ U.S. Department of State

 ⊲ U.S. Small Business Administration 
(SBA)

 ⊲ U.S. Trade and Development Agency 
(USTDA)

Contact
Export.gov 
International Trade Administration

1401 Constitution Ave., NW  
Washington, DC 20230

1-800.872.8723

www.export.gov

https://goo.gl/maps/mfcpfCueNKsJMTPZ9
https://goo.gl/maps/mfcpfCueNKsJMTPZ9
http://www.export.gov
https://goo.gl/maps/mfcpfCueNKsJMTPZ9
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Core Services
MARKET INTELLIGENCE, ACCESS AND 
DEVELOPMENT, TRADE POLICY  
FORMULATION AND MONITORING, 
FOOD AID

In Brief
The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) works to improve foreign 
market access for U.S. products, build new markets, 
enhance the competitive position of U.S. agriculture in the 
global marketplace, and provide food aid and technical 
assistance to foreign countries.

In Depth
FAS operates a global network of agricultural economists, marketing experts, 
negotiators and other specialists supporting U.S. agricultural interests in over 90 
countries. In addition to agricultural affairs offices in U.S. embassies, FAS maintains 
trade offices in key overseas markets that function as service centers for U.S. 
exporters and foreign buyers seeking market information. 

FAS REPRESENTS U.S. AGRICULTURE ABROAD AND PROVIDES THE 
FOLLOWING SERVICES:

 ⊲ Works to reduce foreign trade barriers that hinder U.S. agricultural exports

 ⊲ Assesses U.S. export marketing opportunities and provides intelligence to 
policymakers

 ⊲ Prepares production forecasts and tracks changes in policies impacting U.S. 
agricultural exports and imports

 ⊲ Offers short- and intermediate-term commercial financing through the 
Commodity Credit Corporation

FAS
FOREIGN AGRICULTURE SERVICE 

Contact
USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 
Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Ave., SW 
Mail Stop 1001 
Washington, DC 20250

www.fas.usda.gov

https://goo.gl/maps/BC4rzJJygMa9XAxy6
https://goo.gl/maps/BC4rzJJygMa9XAxy6
https://goo.gl/maps/BC4rzJJygMa9XAxy6
http://www.fas.usda.gov
https://goo.gl/maps/BC4rzJJygMa9XAxy6
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Contact
International Trade Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave., NW  
Washington, DC 20230 

www.trade.gov

Core Services
FOREIGN CONTRACT PROCUREMENT 
ASSISTANCE, INFORMATION,  
NETWORKING, CONSULTING

In Brief
The International Trade Administration is the premier 
resource and key partner for American companies 
competing in the global marketplace.

In Depth
The ITA, through the U.S. Commercial Service, maintains a network of export and 
industry specialists located in more than 100 U.S. cities and over 70 countries 
worldwide. These trade professionals provide counseling and a variety of products 
and services to help small and medium-sized U.S. businesses begin exporting or 
enter new global markets. 

THE ITA WORKS WITH BUSINESSES TO:

 ⊲ Promote trade and investment, and ensure fair trade at home and abroad 
through the rigorous enforcement of U.S. trade laws and agreements

 ⊲ Create opportunities for U.S. firms by providing focused export assistance 
and market research, and fostering level playing fields for American business 
around the world

 ⊲ Direct efforts to promote the United States as the leading destination for 
foreign investment

ITA SERVICES:

 ⊲ Global Markets: Helps U.S. companies export goods and services, resolve 
market barriers, and promotes foreign investment into the United States.

 ⊲ Industry & Analysis: Provides expertise on international trade, investment, and 
export promotion across a range of industries and sectors.

 ⊲ Enforcement & Compliance: Works to eliminate foreign government-imposed 
trade barriers by supporting U.S. efforts to negotiate new international trade 
agreements, and to ensure that existing agreements deliver the market access 
and fair treatment promised.

ITA
INTERNATIONAL TRADE ADMINISTRATION 

https://goo.gl/maps/qLN7GByB4X4fiNn2A
https://goo.gl/maps/qLN7GByB4X4fiNn2A
http://www.trade.gov
https://goo.gl/maps/qLN7GByB4X4fiNn2A
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Contact
Millennium Challenge Corporation

875 15th St., NW 
Washington, DC 20005

202.690.3576

www.mcc.gov

Core Services
ECONOMIC AIDMCC

MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE CORPORATION

In Depth
Established in January 2004, the MCC was founded on the principle that aid is  
most effective when it reinforces good governance, economic freedom and 
investments in people.

Before a country can become eligible to receive assistance, the MCC looks at the 
country’s performance on 17 policy indicators, including inflation rates, immunization 
programs, political rights, trade policy and public expenditures on healthcare. The 
MCC selects eligible countries for compact assistance; a compact is a multi-year 
agreement between the MCC and an eligible country to fund specific programs 
targeted at reducing poverty and stimulating economic growth. Each participating 
country is responsible for developing its own priorities and implementing approved 
compact programs.

Countries demonstrating significant improvement in policy indicators but not yet 
qualifying for a compact grant may be eligible for threshold program assistance. 
Threshold programs are smaller grants designed to help improve performance  
on specific policy indicators.

In Brief
The Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC)  
works with some of the world’s poorest countries to 
promote sustainable economic growth as a means 
of alleviating global poverty.

https://goo.gl/maps/odSwReCHHDScRygn9
https://goo.gl/maps/odSwReCHHDScRygn9
https://goo.gl/maps/odSwReCHHDScRygn9
http://www.mcc.gov
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Core Services
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, LOANS, 
POLITICAL RISK INSURANCE

In Brief
The Overseas Private Investment Corporation 
(OPIC) provides financial services to U.S. companies 
operating in less-developed countries. OPIC also aids 
countries transitioning from non-market to market 
economies.

In Depth
OPIC helps U.S. businesses invest overseas, fosters economic development in 
new and emerging markets, complements the private sector in managing the risks 
associated with foreign direct investment, and supports U.S. foreign policy. OPIC 
evaluates all project applications on the basis of their potential contributions to 
economic development and prioritizes the allocation of scarce resources on the 
basis of their developmental benefits. Because OPIC charges market-based fees for 
its products, it operates on a self-sustaining basis at no net cost to taxpayers.

OPIC SUPPORTS FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT (FDI) THROUGH ITS 
FINANCIAL SERVICE OFFERINGS, INCLUDING:

 ⊲ Insurance: OPIC provides insurance against a variety of international 
risk factors, including currency inconvertibility, currency expropriation or 
confiscation by the host government, and political violence.

 ⊲ Financing: OPIC Financing provides medium- to long-term funding through 
direct loans and loan guarantees to eligible investment projects in developing 
countries and emerging markets.

 ⊲ Investments: OPIC provides support for the creation of privately-owned 
and managed investment funds that make direct equity and equity-related 
investments in new, expanding or privatizing companies. These funds are 
available to only those regions or sectors not receiving financing from  
the private sector.

OPIC
OVERSEAS PRIVATE  
INVESTMENT CORPORATION 

Contact
Overseas Private Investment Corporation

1100 New York Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20527

202.647.1625

www.opic.gov

https://goo.gl/maps/GevdEUnfJFgFJoadA
https://goo.gl/maps/GevdEUnfJFgFJoadA
http://www.opic.gov
https://goo.gl/maps/GevdEUnfJFgFJoadA


Capital Trade Guide | Federal Departments and Agencies
15

Contact
U.S. Small Business Administration

409 Third St., SW 
Washington, DC 20416

202.647.1625

www.sba.gov

Core Services
COUNSELING, CONTRACTING, 
FINANCIAL AND EXPORT 
ASSISTANCE, LOANS

In Brief
The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) maintains 
and strengthens the nation’s economy by aiding, 
counseling, assisting and protecting the interests of 
small businesses (businesses with fewer than 500 
employees).

In Depth
Headquartered in the nation’s capital, the SBA operates approximately 70  
district offices located throughout the United States, including a district office  
in Washington, DC.

SBA OFFERS A WIDE RANGE OF SERVICES, INCLUDING:

 ⊲ Financing options for small businesses– from the smallest needs in micro 
lending, to substantial debt and equity investment capital (venture capital)

 ⊲ Individual face-to-face and internet counseling free of charge for small 
businesses

 ⊲ Low-cost training to nascent entrepreneurs and established small businesses 
in over 1,800 locations throughout the United States and U.S. territories

 ⊲ Research studies on American small businesses and the small business 
environment

SBA
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

https://goo.gl/maps/YGioaz5pCUACR9rGA
https://goo.gl/maps/YGioaz5pCUACR9rGA
https://goo.gl/maps/YGioaz5pCUACR9rGA
http://www.sba.gov
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In Brief
SelectUSA is a U.S. government-wide program housed 
in the International Trade Administration at the United 
States Department of Commerce. Its mission is to 
facilitate job-creating business investment into the United 
States and raise awareness of the critical role that foreign 
direct investment (FDI) plays in the U.S. economy.

SelectUSA

In Depth
As a primary resource for business investors and economic development 
organizations, SelectUSA coordinates investment resources across the federal 
government and through the U.S. Commercial Service network in more than 
75 international markets. SelectUSA also assists U.S. economic development 
organizations to compete globally for investment by providing information, a 
platform for international marketing, and high-level advocacy. 

SelectUSA works one-on-one with foreign business investors to demystify federal 
rules and regulations, provide data and other information, and link companies with 
partners and resources to help them succeed. 

SELECTUSA OFFERS RESOURCES SUCH AS:

 ⊲ Information and Counsel: SelectUSA investment specialists help companies 
find helpful information and interpret the reliable and unbiased data they need 
on a wide range of topics.

 ⊲ Connections with Potential Partners: SelectUSA can facilitate direct and 
personalized introductions to economic development organizations (EDOs) 
representatives to provide guidance, incentives, and a range of other services 
at the local level.

 ⊲ Assistance with Navigating the Regulatory Environment: SelectUSA works 
with companies to address issues or questions involving federal regulations, 
programs, or activities related to existing and potential investments.

Core Services
FOREIGN CONTRACT PROCUREMENT 
ASSISTANCE, INFORMATION,  
NETWORKING, CONSULTING

Contact
SelectUSA

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave., NW, Room 3814A 
Washington, DC 20230

www.selectusa.gov

$277.3 BILLION
Total foreign direct investment (FDI) 

flows in the United States in 2017 

https://www.selectusa.gov/FDI-Benefits

http://www.selectusa.gov
https://goo.gl/maps/amETsCbc5H9829mDA
https://www.selectusa.gov/FDI-Benefits
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Core Services
TRADE POLICY INFORMATION  
AND ENFORCEMENT

In Brief
The mission of the Office of Trade Agreements 
Negotiations and Compliance (TANC) is to ensure 
compliance by foreign governments with U.S. 
trade agreements. 

In Depth
TANC is a network of government resources working together to reduce or eliminate 
foreign government-imposed trade barriers. TANC is the one-stop shop for obtaining 
assistance with resolving unfair trade practices in foreign markets.

COMPANIES OR CONCERNED PARTIES MAY CONTACT THE TANC TO:

 ⊲ Report a foreign trade barrier, bribery or an unfair trade practice that is limiting 
their ability to export or compete internationally

 ⊲ Access the full text of U.S. trade agreements and receive assistance  
with understanding them

 ⊲ Receive updates on proposed foreign technical regulations that may  
impact business or industry

 ⊲ Review annual reports detailing the measures being taken to prevent,  
detect and investigate foreign bribery

TANC
THE OFFICE OF TRADE AGREEMENTS  
NEGOTIATIONS AND COMPLIANCE 

Contact
Trade Agreements Negotiations and 
Compliance

U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20230

202.482.1191 

http://trade.gov/tanc

A trade barrier can be broadly defined as 
a foreign government policy, practice, or 
procedure that unfairly or unnecessarily 

restricts U.S. exports

https://tcc.export.gov/Report_a_Barrier/ 
trade_barrier_definition.asp

https://goo.gl/maps/y7qHeYQv6yEzViCw5
http://trade.gov/tanc
https://tcc.export.gov/Report_a_Barrier/trade_barrier_definition.asp
https://tcc.export.gov/Report_a_Barrier/trade_barrier_definition.asp
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Core Services
FOREIGN AID, HUMANITARIAN 
ASSISTANCE, EDUCATION

In Brief
The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) 
leads international development and humanitarian 
efforts to save lives, reduce poverty, strengthen 
democratic governance and help people progress 
beyond assistance.

In Depth
USAID ADVANCES U.S. FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES AND SUPPORTS 
LONG-TERM AND EQUITABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH BY PROMOTING:

 ⊲ Agriculture and Trade

 ⊲ Global Health

 ⊲ Democracy, conflict prevention and humanitarian assistance

USAID PROVIDES ASSISTANCE IN FOUR GLOBAL REGIONS:

 ⊲ Sub-Saharan Africa

 ⊲ Asia and the Near East

 ⊲ Latin America and the Caribbean

 ⊲ Europe and Eurasia

In addition to collaborating with more than 3,500 American companies and over 300 U.S.- 
based private volunteer organizations, USAID works in close partnership with indigenous 
authorities, universities, international bureaus and other U.S. government agencies.

USAID is responsible for supporting economic development in target areas worldwide, 
with a special emphasis on reconstruction in Iraq, Israel, Egypt and Afghanistan. Much 
of this work is accomplished through private-sector contractors and subcontractors 
in a competitive bidding process. Specialists at the USAID Information Center advise 
companies that want to become involved in international economic development projects 
through USAID. For small and medium-sized companies, an international contract through 
USAID can be a successful first step in developing a presence in a new foreign market.

USAID
U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

Contact
U.S. Agency for International Development 
Ronald Reagan Building and  
International Trade Center

1300 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20004

202.647.1625

www.usaid.gov

http://www.usaid.gov
https://goo.gl/maps/hngdcKS7EEH5EuQh7
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Core Services
COUNSELING, EXPORT ASSISTANCE

In Brief
A U.S. Export Assistance Center (USEAC) is a 
Department of Commerce domestic trade promotion 
office providing assistance to U.S. firms interested in 
exporting.

In Depth
The U.S. Commercial Service maintains a network of export and industry specialists 
located in more than 100 U.S. cities and over 80 countries worldwide. These trade 
professionals provide small and medium- sized businesses the counseling and services 
they need to export confidently and successfully.

USEAC TRADE SPECIALISTS DELIVER THE FOLLOWING  
GLOBAL BUSINESS SOLUTIONS:

 ⊲ Extensive industry-specific intelligence

 ⊲ Expansive counseling services

 ⊲ Introductions to qualified buyers and distributors

 ⊲ Evaluations on potential international partners

 ⊲ Assistance with documentation requirements

 ⊲ Recommended strategies for entering new markets

USEAC
U.S. EXPORT ASSISTANCE CENTERS

Contact
U.S. Commercial Service 
U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20230

800.872.8723 

www.export.gov/eac

https://goo.gl/maps/kHS6uN2ttUgeQ2zu6
http://www.export.gov/eac
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Core Services
FOREIGN CONTRACT PROCURE-
MENT ASSISTANCE, TRAINING, 
NETWORKING, CONSULTING

In Brief
The U.S. Trade and Development Agency helps 
companies create U.S. jobs through the export of U.S. 
goods and services for priority development projects in 
emerging economies.

USTDA
U.S. TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

In Depth
USTDA links U.S. businesses to export opportunities by funding project preparation 
and partnership building activities that develop sustainable infrastructure and foster 
economic growth in partner countries.

USTDA’s programs are designed to help countries establish a favorable trading 
environment and a modern infrastructure that promotes sustainable,  
economic development.

THE USTDA ASSISTS U.S. BUSINESSES BY:

 ⊲ Providing technical expertise in key industry sectors

 ⊲ Identifying priority countries where U.S. companies are most competitive 

 ⊲ Helping small businesses expand into emerging economies

 ⊲ Fostering international business partnerships

 ⊲ Working with U.S. industry to open markets for U.S. exports

THE USTDA IS HELPING U.S. INDUSTRY CREATE HIGH-PAYING EXPORT RELATED 
JOBS BY INCREASING INVESTMENTS IN VARIOUS PROGRAMS SUCH AS:

 ⊲ Reverse Trade Missions - designed to bring procurement officials to the U.S. to 
learn best practices and develop relationships with U.S. companies

 ⊲ Technology demonstrations

 ⊲ Training and specialized sector-specific workshops and conferences

 ⊲ The Making Global Local program – a partnership with over 100 state and local 
trade promotion organizations that provide the Agency with market intelligence

Contact
U.S. Trade and Development Agency

1000 Wilson Blvd., Suite 1600 
Arlington, VA 22209

703.875.4357

www.ustda.gov

http://www.ustda.gov
https://goo.gl/maps/Kdac7NHqYzBArFEE8
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Core Services
TRADE POLICY NEGOTIATION

In Brief
The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) 
negotiates trade policy on behalf of the U.S. government 
and helps determine which countries and industries are 
most likely to successfully expand globally.

USTR
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES  
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

In Depth
USTR is responsible for developing and coordinating U.S. international trade,  
commodity and direct investment policy, and overseeing negotiations with other 
countries. The head of USTR is the U.S. Trade Representative, a Cabinet member  
who serves as the president’s principal trade advisor, negotiator and spokesperson.  
The actions and activities of USTR today will help determine the most attractive  
markets and industry sectors for U.S. companies in the future.

The USTR is a member of the Executive Office of the President and—through an 
interagency structure—coordinates trade policy, resolves disagreements and frames 
issues for presidential decision. The United States Trade Representative also serves as 
vice chairman on the Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) Board of Directors, 
is a member of the National Advisory Council on International Monetary and Financial 
Policies, and sits on the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) Board of Directors.

USTR PROVIDES LEADERSHIP AND NEGOTIATING EXPERTISE IN SEVERAL 
AREAS, INCLUDING:

 ⊲ Bilateral, regional and multilateral 
trade and investment issues

 ⊲ Expansion of market access for 
American goods and services

 ⊲ International commodity 
agreements

 ⊲ U.S. import policies

 ⊲ Oversight of the Generalized 
System of Preferences (GSP), 
Section 301

 ⊲ Trade, commodity and direct investment 
matters managed by international 
institutions such as the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) and the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD)

 ⊲ Trade-related intellectual property 
protection issues

 ⊲ World Trade Organization (WTO) issues

Contact
Office of the U.S. Trade Representative

600 17th St., NW 
Washington, DC 20508

202.395.3150

www.ustr.gov

https://goo.gl/maps/ZDmzVAAwyACgpicm8
http://www.ustr.gov
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Core Services
SCHOLARSHIPS, FELLOWSHIPS, 
EDUCATION, PUBLISHING AND 
BROADCASTING, RESEARCH

In Brief
The nonpartisan Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars provides a bridge between 
the world of ideas and the world of policy. It is 
supported by public and private funds.

WILSON CENTER 

In Depth
The Wilson Center, chartered by Congress in 1968 as the official memorial to 
President Woodrow Wilson, is the nation’s key non-partisan policy forum for tackling 
global issues through independent research and open dialogue to inform actionable 
ideas for the policy community.

At the Wilson Center, preeminent scholars and experts research topics of national 
and international relevance. In the spirit of President Wilson, they build a bridge 
between the worlds of academia and public policy to inform and develop solutions 
to the nation’s problems and challenges. 

THE CENTER PROVIDES A FORUM WHERE PREEMINENT SCHOLARS CAN 
INTERACT WITH PUBLIC OFFICIALS TO:

 ⊲ Address policy challenges

 ⊲ Identify overlooked or emerging issues

 ⊲ Promote mutual understanding

 ⊲ Strengthen international affairs

Contact
Woodrow Wilson International  
Center for Scholars

One Woodrow Wilson Plaza

Ronald Reagan Building and  
International Trade Center

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20004

202.691.4000

www.wilsoncenter.org

http://www.wilsoncenter.org
https://goo.gl/maps/Bn8PByHnvQGkExUS9
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Overview
An embassy is the official diplomatic office of one country (the 
“home country”) in the capital of another country (the “host country”). 
In addition to serving as the official office of the home country’s 
ambassador, an embassy represents political, economic and 
commercial interests of the home country. Consulates (and their chief 
diplomat, the consul) act as satellite offices for embassies in other  
parts of the country by handling minor diplomatic issues like issuing 
visas, aiding in trade relationships, and taking care of migrants,  
tourists, and expatriates.

FOREIGN EMBASSIES
An embassy can be both a permanent diplomatic mission and the 
building that houses the mission. An embassy officially represents 
a foreign government on U.S. soil and provides its citizens with 
services and emergency assistance related to trade and immigration 
processing. Through an embassy, countries can address and resolve 
contentious issues before they escalate to political tensions.

Political officers assigned to an embassy are responsible for following 
the political climate in the host country and issuing reports to the 
home government. Economic officers handle negotiations such as 
disputes over taxes, tariffs and patent negotiations. Visas and traveler 
assistance fall within the domain of consular officers.

There are currently 185 embassies located in Washington, DC.  
For a complete list of foreign embassies in the U.S., visit the  
U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Consular Affairs.

U.S. EMBASSIES

The United States has embassies and consulates in almost every 
country in the world. Although the U.S. can only have one embassy 
in each foreign country, there are often several consulates located in 
areas with a large population of U.S. citizens. 

Economic officers (also known as diplomats/Foreign Service officers) 
work with foreign government officials to resolve market challenges 
as well as research, analyze and interpret the economic policies of 
foreign countries in order to advance U.S. economic interests.

EMBASSIES AND 
CONSULATES

https://bit.ly/2oYJ2Iv


CONTINENTS
  NORTH AMERICA   EUROPE 
  CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA   ASIA
  AFRICA   AUSTRALIA 
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EMBASSIES AND  
CONSULATES IN 
WASHINGTON, DC

A
 AFGHANISTAN

 ALBANIA

 ALGERIA

 ANGOLA

 ANTIGUA & BARBUDA

 ARGENTINA

 ARMENIA

 AUSTRALIA

 AUSTRIA

 AZERBAIJAN

B
 BAHAMAS

 BAHRAIN

 BANGLADESH

 BARBADOS

 BELARUS

 BELGIUM

 BELIZE

 BENIN

 BOLIVIA

 BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

 BOTSWANA

 BRAZIL

http://www.embassyofafghanistan.org/
http://ambasadat.gov.al/usa/en
http://www.algerianembassy.org/
http://www.angola.org/
https://embassyantiguabarbudadc.com/
http://www.eeeuu.mrecic.gov.ar/
http://www.usa.mfa.am/
http://www.usa.embassy.gov.au/
http://www.austria.org
http://www.azembassy.us/
http://www.bahamasembdc.org/
https://www.mofa.gov.bh/Default.aspx?tabid=7702&language=en-US
http://www.bdembassyusa.org/
https://www.foreign.gov.bb/?fbclid=IwAR2hWAVgDm91gombDPmwCKLw2NeivXf0vEBOwVIeh1A8deWsnPGkteXBMCM
http://usa.mfa.gov.by/en/
https://unitedstates.diplomatie.belgium.be/en/embassy-and-consulates/embassy
https://www.belizeembassyusa.mfa.gov.bz/
http://www.beninembassy.us/
http://www.embassy.org/embassies/bo.html
http://www.bhembassy.org/
http://www.botswanaembassy.org/
http://washington.itamaraty.gov.br/en-us
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B
 BRUNEI

 BULGARIA

 BURKINA FASO

 BURUNDI

C
 CAMBODIA

 CAMEROON

 CANADA

 CAPE VERDE

 CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

 CHAD

 CHILE

 CHINA

 COLOMBIA

 COSTA RICA

 CÔTE D’IVOIRE

 CROATIA

 CUBA

 CYPRUS

 CZECH REPUBLIC

D
 DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

 DENMARK

 DJIBOUTI

 DOMINICA

 DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

http://www.bruneiembassy.org/
http://www.bulgaria-embassy.org/
http://www.burkina-usa.org/
http://www.burundiembassydc-usa.org/
http://www.embassyofcambodia.org/
http://www.cameroonembassyusa.org/
http://www.canadianembassy.org/
http://www.embcv-usa.gov.cv/
http://rcawashington.org/
https://www.chadembassy.us/
http://chile.gob.cl/estados-unidos/
http://www.china-embassy.org/eng/
http://www.colombiaemb.org/
http://www.costarica-embassy.org
http://www.ambaciusa.org/Site/
http://us.mvep.hr/en/
http://misiones.minrex.gob.cu/en/usa/embassy-cuba-usa
http://www.cyprusembassy.net/home/
http://www.mzv.cz/washington/
https://www.ambardcusa.org/
http://www.ambwashington.um.dk/
https://www.djiboutiembassyus.org/
http://www.embassy.org/embassies/dm.html
http://drembassyusa.org/
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E
 ECUADOR

 EGYPT

 EL SALVADOR

 EQUATORIAL GUINEA

 ERITREA

 ESTONIA

 ESWATINI

 ETHIOPIA

F
 FIJI

 FINLAND

 FRANCE

G
 GABON

 GAMBIA

 GEORGIA

 GERMANY

 GHANA

 GREECE

 GRENADA

 GUATEMALA

 GUINEA

 GUYANA

http://www.ecuador.org/
http://www.egyptembassy.net/
http://www.elsalvadorga.org/
http://egembassydc.com/
http://www.embassyeritrea.org/
http://www.estemb.org/
http://www.ethiopianembassy.org/
http://www.fijiembassydc.com/
http://www.finland.org/
http://www.info-france-usa.org/
http://www.gabonembassyusa.org/
https://www.gewdc.com/
http://georgiaembassyusa.org/
http://www.germany.info/
http://www.ghanaembassy.org/
http://www.mfa.gr/usa/en/
http://www.grenadaembassyusa.org/
http://guatemalaembassyusa.org/
http://commerce.gov.gn/
http://www.guyana.org
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H
 HAITI

 HOLY SEE

 HONDURAS

 HUNGARY

I
 ICELAND

 INDIA

 INDONESIA

 IRAQ

 IRELAND

 ISRAEL

 ITALY

J
 JAMAICA

 JAPAN

 JORDAN

K
 KAZAKHSTAN

 KENYA

 KOREA

 KOSOVO

 KUWAIT

 KYRGYZSTAN

http://www.haiti.org/
http://www.holyseemission.org/
http://www.hondurasemb.org/
http://washington.kormany.hu/
https://www.iceland.is/iceland-abroad/us/wdc
http://www.indianembassy.org
http://www.embassyofindonesia.org/
http://www.iraqiembassy.us/page/consular-section-washington-dc
https://www.dfa.ie/irish-embassy/usa/
http://www.israelemb.org/
https://ambwashingtondc.esteri.it/ambasciata_washington/en/
http://www.jamaicanconsulatechicago.org/
http://www.embjapan.org/
http://www.jordanembassyus.org/
http://www.kazakhembus.com/
http://www.kenyaembassydc.org/
http://usa.mofa.go.kr/english/am/usa/main/
http://ambasada-ks.net/us/
http://www.kuwaitembassy.us/
https://www.kgembassy.org/en/
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L
 LAOS

 LATVIA

 LEBANON

 LESOTHO

 LIBERIA

 LIBYA

 LIECHTENSTEIN

 LITHUANIA

 LUXEMBOURG

M
 MACEDONIA

 MADAGASCAR

 MALAWI

 MALAYSIA

 MALDIVES

 MALI

 MALTA

 MARSHALL ISLANDS

 MAURITANIA

 MAURITIUS

 MEXICO

 MICRONESIA

 MOLDOVA

 MONACO

 MONGOLIA

 MONTENEGRO

http://www.laoembassy.com/
http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/usa
http://www.lebanonembassyus.org/consular-services.html
http://www.lesothoemb-usa.gov.ls/
http://www.liberianembassyus.org/
https://www.embassyoflibyadc.org/
http://www.liechtensteinusa.org/
http://usa.mfa.lt/usa/en/
http://washington.mae.lu/en
http://www.mfa.gov.mk/washington/index.php/mk/
http://www.madagascar-embassy.org/en/
http://www.malawiembassy-dc.org/
http://www.kln.gov.my/web/usa_washington/home
https://mncci.org.mv/
http://www.maliembassy.us/
https://foreignaffairs.gov.mt/en/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.rmiembassyus.org/
http://www.maurinet.com
http://embamex.sre.gob.mx/eua/index.php/es
http://www.fsmembassydc.org/
http://www.sua.mfa.md/about-embassy-en/
http://monacodc.org/
http://mongolianembassy.us/
http://www.mvp.gov.me/en/ministry/minister
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M
 MOROCCO

 MOZAMBIQUE

 MYANMAR

N
 NAMIBIA

 NEPAL

 NETHERLANDS

 NEW ZEALAND

 NICARAGUA

 NIGER

 NIGERIA

 NORWAY

O
 OMAN

P
 PAKISTAN

 PALAU

 PANAMA

 PAPUA NEW GUINEA

 PARAGUAY

 PERU

 PHILIPPINES

 POLAND

 PORTUGAL

http://www.embassyofmorocco.us/
http://www.mic.gov.mz/
http://www.mewashingtondc.org/
http://www.namibianembassyusa.org/
https://us.nepalembassy.gov.np/
https://www.netherlandsworldwide.nl/countries/united-states
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/
http://consuladodenicaragua.com/
http://www.embassyofniger.org/
http://www.nigeriaembassyusa.org/
https://www.norway.no/en/usa/
https://www.culturaloffice.info/
http://embassyofpakistanusa.org/
http://www.palauembassy.org/
http://www.embassyofpanama.org/
http://www.pngembassy.org/
http://www.mre.gov.py/Sitios/Home/Index/embaparusa/
https://www.embassyofperu.org/
http://www.philippineembassy-usa.org/
https://washington.mfa.gov.pl/en/
http://www.embassyportugal-us.org/
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Q
 QATAR

R
 REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

 ROMANIA

 RUSSIA

 RWANDA

S
 ST. KITTS & NEVIS

 ST. LUCIA

 ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

 SAN MARINO

 SAUDI ARABIA

 SÃO TOMÉ & PRÍNCIPE

 SENEGAL

 SERBIA

 SEYCHELLES

 SIERRA LEONE

 SINGAPORE

 SLOVAKIA

 SLOVENIA

 SOMALIA

 SOUTH AFRICA

 SOUTH SUDAN

 SPAIN

http://washington.embassy.qa/en
http://www.ambacongo-us.org/
http://washington.mae.ro/en
https://washington.mid.ru/en/
https://rwandaembassy.org/
http://foreign.gov.kn/
https://www.embassyofstlucia.org/
http://wa.embassy.gov.vc/washington/
https://www.embassypages.com/missions/embassy5320/
http://www.saudiembassy.net/
http://www.ambasenegal-us.org/
http://www.washington.mfa.gov.rs/
http://www.finance.gov.sc/ministry
http://embassyofsierraleone.net/
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/washington
https://www.mzv.sk/web/washington-en
http://www.washington.embassy.si/
http://www.somaliembassydc.net/
http://www.saembassy.org/
http://www.southsudanembassyusa.org/
http://www.exteriores.gob.es/Embajadas/Washington/es/Paginas/inicio.aspx
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S
 SRI LANKA

 SUDAN

 SURINAME

 SWEDEN

 SWITZERLAND

T
 TAJIKISTAN

 TANZANIA

 THAILAND

 TIMOR-LESTE

 TOGO

 TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

 TUNISIA

 TURKEY

 TURKMENISTAN

U
 UGANDA

 UKRAINE

 UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

 UNITED KINGDOM

 URUGUAY

 UZBEKISTAN

http://www.slembassyusa.org/
https://www.sudanembassy.org/
http://www.surinameembassy.org/
http://www.swedenabroad.com/
https://www.eda.admin.ch/washington
http://www.tajemb.us/
http://tanzaniaembassy-us.org/
http://www.thaiembdc.org/
http://www.timorlesteembassy.org/
https://embassyoftogousa.com/biographie-de-lambassadeur/
ttps://foreign.gov.tt/missions-consuls/tt-missions-abroad/diplomatic-missions/embassy-washington-dc-us/
https://www.tunisianembassy.org/
http://vasington.be.mfa.gov.tr/Mission
https://usa.tmembassy.gov.tm/en
https://washington.mofa.go.ug/
https://usa.mfa.gov.ua/en
http://uae-embassy.org/
http://www.gov.uk/
http://www.uzbekistan.org/
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V
 VENEZUELA

 VIETNAM

Y
 YEMEN

Z
 ZAMBIA

 ZIMBABWE

Regional Missions
 AFRICAN UNION

 EUROPEAN UNION

 ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

http://eeuu.embajada.gob.ve/
http://vietnamembassy-usa.org/
http://www.yemenembassy.org/
http://www.zambiaembassy.org/
http://www.zimembassydc.gov.zw/
https://auwashingtondc.org/
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/united-states-america_en
http://www.oas.org/en/
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MULTILATERAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
BANKS

Overview
Multilateral development banks (MDBs) finance sustainable economic 
and social development in countries across the globe. The World 
Bank Group (WBG), largely considered to be the most notable MDB, 
was established in 1944 at the United Nations Monetary and Financial 
Conference in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire. Commencing 
operations in 1946, the WBG approved its first loan in 1947 ($250 
million to France for postwar reconstruction, in real terms the largest 
loan issued by the Bank to date). Today, the World Bank Group 
continues to support projects worldwide, with specific emphasis on 
alleviating poverty in developing countries.

THE TERM MDB TYPICALLY REFERS TO THE WORLD BANK 
GROUP AT FOUR REGIONAL MULTILATERAL DEVELOPMENT 
FINANCE INSTITUTIONS:

 ⊲ African Development Bank

 ⊲ Asian Development Bank

 ⊲ European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

 ⊲ Inter-American Development Bank Group

MDBs comprise a broad membership base, including both borrowing 
and donor countries.

SNAPSHOT OF SERVICES PROVIDED BY MULTILATERAL 
DEVELOPMENT BANKS:

 ⊲ Long-term loans based on market interest rates

 ⊲ Credit (or very long-term loans) at below-market interest rates

 ⊲ Grant financing (offered by some MDBs) for technical assistance, 
advisory services or project preparation
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Core Services
LOANS, GRANTS, SOCIAL ADVANCE-
MENT, HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, 
ECONOMIC GROWTH

In Brief
The World Bank Group is one of the largest sources of 
funding for developing countries. Their five institutions 
share a commitment to reduce poverty, increase shared 
prosperity and promote sustainable development.

WBG
WORLD BANK GROUP 

In Depth
The World Bank Group works in every major area of development and consists of five 
core institutions. These institutions advance the organization’s three core offerings: 
development projects, knowledge and innovation, and products and services.

THE WBG CONSISTS OF FIVE INSTITUTIONS:

 ⊲ The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD): Offers loans 
and development assistance to middle-income countries and credit-worthy low-
income countries worldwide. (www.worldbank.org/en/who-we-are/IBRD)

 ⊲ The International Development Association (IDA): Boosts economic growth and 
improves living conditions in the world’s poorest countries by providing loans (called 
“credits”) and grants for programs that boost economic growth, reduce inequalities, 
and improve people’s living conditions. (www.worldbank.org/ida)

 ⊲ The International Finance Corporation (IFC): Fosters sustainable economic growth 
in developing countries by financing private-sector investments, mobilizing capital 
in international financial markets, and providing advisory services to businesses and 
governments. (www.ifc.org)

 ⊲ The Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA): Promotes foreign direct 
investment into developing countries through three key service offerings: political 
risk insurance (guarantees) to the private sector, technical assistance to improve 
investment climates and promote investment opportunities, and dispute mediation 
services to remove possible obstacles to future investments. (www.miga.org)

 ⊲ The International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID): Provides 
facilities for the conciliation and arbitration of investment disputes between member 
countries and individual investors. Recourse to ICSID is entirely voluntary; however, 
once the parties have consented to arbitration under the ICSID Convention, neither 
can unilaterally withdraw its consent. (www.worldbank.org/icsid)

Contact
World Bank Group

1818 H St., NW 
Washington, DC 20433

202.472.1001

www.worldbankgroup.org

http://www.worldbankgroup.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+World+Bank+Group/@38.9000423,-77.0432501,17.33z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1sWorld+Bank+Group!3m4!1s0x89b7b7ba19402883:0xb54404fba019e6d1!8m2!3d38.898971!4d-77.042414
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Core Services
LOANS, GRANTS, SOCIAL ADVANCE-
MENT, HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, 
ECONOMIC GROWTH

In Brief
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is a multilateral 
development finance institution striving to promote rural 
development and food security, make cities more livable, 
strengthen governance and institutional capacity, and 
enhance environmental sustainability.

ADB
ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 

In Depth
The Asian Development Bank was conceived in the early 1960s as a financial 
institution that would be Asian in character and foster economic growth and 
cooperation in one of the poorest regions in the world. Headquarted in Manila, the 
ADB is composed of 67 members, 48 of which are from the Asia and Pacific region. 

AS A MULTILATERAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE INSTITUTION, ADB PROVIDES:

 ⊲ Loans

 ⊲ Technical assistance

 ⊲ Grants

ADB MAXIMIZES THE DEVELOPMENT IMPACT OF ITS ASSISTANCE BY:

 ⊲ Facilitating policy dialogue

 ⊲ Providing advisory services

 ⊲ Mobilizing financial resources through co-financing operations that tap 
official, commercial, and export credit sources

Contact
Asian Development Bank 

6 ADB Ave., Mandaluyong City 1550 
Metro Manila, Philippines

63 2 6324444 

www.adb.org

http://www.adb.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/ADB+-+North+American+Representative+Office+(NARO)/@38.9017557,-77.0414757,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b7bc1a5f10d5:0xd599249c09d5c753!8m2!3d38.9017524!4d-77.0397328


Capital Trade Guide | Multilateral Development Banks
36

Core Services
LOANS, GRANTS, SOCIAL ADVANCE-
MENT, HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, 
ECONOMIC GROWTH

In Brief
The European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) is a multilateral development 
finance institution committed to furthering progress 
toward market-oriented economies and the promotion 
of private and entrepreneurial initiatives.

EBRD
EUROPEAN BANK FOR 
RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT

In Depth
The EBRD was set up in haste to meet the challenge of an extraordinary moment 
in Europe’s history: the collapse of communism in its East. It opened for business 
with headquarters in London in April 1991. The EBRD has a political mandate in that 
it assists only those countries ‘committed to and applying the principles of multi-
party democracy [and] pluralism.’ Urgency and the ability to respond to momentous 
events swiftly and decisively, whether it be the end of the Soviet Union, financial 
crises or the ‘Arab Uprising,’ have been among the EBRD’s hallmarks from the start.

Safeguarding the environment and a commitment to sustainable energy are also 
central to the EBRD’s activity. A commitment to promote ‘environmentally sound 
and sustainable development’ was made explicit at its founding.

The EBRD serves the interests of all its shareholders - 67 countries from five 
continents plus the European Union and the European Investment Bank.

THE FORMS OF DIRECT FINANCING THE EBRD OFFERS:

 ⊲ Loans

 ⊲ Equity Investments

 ⊲ Guarantees to promote trade

The EBRD also supports small and medium-sized enterprises via assistance 
through financial intermediaries.

Contact
European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development

815 Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 640 
Washington, DC 20006

202.846.1316 

www.ebrd.com

http://www.ebrd.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/815+Connecticut+Ave+NW+%23640,+Washington,+DC+20006/@38.9010612,-77.0401219,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b7bc192292c3:0xba6813a8d8c4f2ea!8m2!3d38.901057!4d-77.0379279
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Core Services
LOANS, GRANTS, SOCIAL ADVANCE-
MENT, HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, 
ECONOMIC GROWTH

In Brief
The African Development Bank (AfDB) is a multilateral 
development finance institution striving to spur 
sustainable economic development and social progress 
in its regional member countries (RMCs) in an effort to 
reduce poverty.

AFDB
AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 

In Depth
Founded in 1963, the AfDB’s mission as the premier development finance 
institution in Africa is to reduce poverty, improve living conditions and mobilize 
the continent’s resources for development. The AfDB is one of the five major 
multilateral development banks in the world and it’s comprised of three entities: 
The world’s largest and most influential MDBs:

 ⊲ African Development Bank (AfDB)

 ⊲ African Development Fund (ADF)

 ⊲ Nigeria Trust Fund (NTF)

SUPPORTING ITS 80 MEMBER COUNTRIES, INCLUDING 54 RMCS, THE AFDB 
FINANCES PROJECTS, PROGRAMS AND STUDIES IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS 
AND MORE:

 ⊲ Agriculture

 ⊲ Health

 ⊲ Education

 ⊲ Public Utilities

 ⊲ Transport and Telecommunications

 ⊲ Private Sector

www.afdb.orgContact

http://www.afdb.org
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Core Services
LOANS, GRANTS, SOCIAL ADVANCE-
MENT, HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, 
ECONOMIC GROWTH

In Brief
The Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) is a 
multilateral development finance institution working to 
improve lives in Latin America and the Caribbean. Through 
financial and technical support for countries working to 
reduce poverty and inequality, the IADB helps improve 
health and education, and advance infrastructure. 

IADB
INTER-AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

In Depth
With a history dating back to 1959, today the IADB is the leading source of 
development financing for Latin America and the Caribbean. It provides loans, grants, 
and technical assistance; it also conducts extensive research.

The IADB maintains a strong commitment to achieving measurable results and the 
highest standards of increased integrity, transparency, and accountability.

IADB’S CURRENT FOCUS AREAS INCLUDE:

 ⊲ Social inclusion and inequality

 ⊲ Productivity and innovation 

 ⊲ Economic integration 

THEIR OBJECTIVES ARE TO:

 ⊲ Reduce poverty and social inequalities

 ⊲ Address the needs of small and vulnerable countries

 ⊲ Foster development through the private sector 

 ⊲ Promote regional cooperation and integration Contact
Inter-American Development Bank 

1300 New York Ave., NW  
Washington, DC 20577 

202.623.1000

www.iadb.org/en

http://www.iadb.org/en
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Inter-American+Development+Bank/@38.8995789,-77.0323734,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x89b7b79688315289:0xa535ff082059c1a7!2s1300+New+York+Ave+NW,+Washington,+DC+20577!3b1!8m2!3d38.8995747!4d-77.0301794!3m4!1s0x89b7b7968bf66031:0x547d639d8c5de316!8m2!3d38.8994662!4d-77.0301901
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TRADE  
ASSOCIATIONS 
AND BUSINESS 
COUNCILS

Overview
Trade associations and business councils: These organizations, also 
known as “industry groups,” often lobby on behalf of their members to 
help shape policy, raise awareness or influence public opinion. There 
are thousands of national trade associations in the United States, with 
approximately 2,000 headquartered in the Washington, DC area. 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS CAN INCLUDE: 
 ⊲ Bilateral or regional associations: These associations represent a 

specific country or region and promote economic and commercial 
cooperation with the U.S.

 ⊲ Industry Associations: An industry association is typically a not-
for-profit group that represents the interests of a specific trade or 
industry before Congress and other regulatory bodies. Industry 
associations provide their members advocacy, information, 
career development and networking opportunities. In some 
cases, the association might have an international trade policy or 
international business development specialist on staff. 

 ⊲ Chambers of Commerce: Also referred to as a “board of trade,” 
a chamber of commerce is a local organization that furthers the 
interests of a business community. A chamber of commerce helps 
drive public policy on behalf of its members at the state, local  
and federal levels. 

SNAPSHOT OF THE SERVICES PROVIDED BY TRADE 
ASSOCIATIONS:

 ⊲ Professional development

 ⊲ Certification

 ⊲ Advocacy

 ⊲ Networking

 ⊲ Pro-industry initiatives

 ⊲ Discount programs

 ⊲ Access to resources
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Core Services
EDUCATION, TRAINING, ADVOCACY

In Brief
The American Association of Exporters and Importers 
(AAEI) is a representative body of the U.S. international 
trade community promoting efficiency, economy and 
professionalism in global trade.

AAEI
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF EXPORTERS AND 
IMPORTERS

In Depth
For more than 80 years, AAEI has been the national voice of American businesses 
supporting fair and open trade among nations. AAEI believes that unwise trade 
restrictions and protectionism ultimately injure the world’s largest consumer market 
and the world’s largest exporter—the United States.

AAEI is often called upon by Congressional committees to offer technical expertise 
on policy and regulatory matters involving global commerce. Among the issues 
which AAEI has provided input are customs modernization, funding of Customs and 
Border Protection programs and supply chain security.

AAEI’s members include manufacturers, distributors and retailers, as well as 
companies and organizations serving the international trade community such as 
carriers, customs brokers, freight forwarders, attorneys and insurance firms.

THE BENEFITS OF AAEI MEMBERSHIP INCLUDE:

 ⊲ Advocacy and representation on Capitol Hill

 ⊲ Professional development programs

 ⊲ Information regarding industry trends and government regulations

 ⊲ A subscription to “International Trade ALERT,” AAEI’s Weekly newsletter

Contact
American Association of  
Exporters and Importers

1717 K St., NW 
Washington, DC 20006

202.857.8009

https://aaei.org/

https://aaei.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Aaei/@38.8998989,-77.0388355,15.16z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1sAmerican+Association+of+Exporters+AND+IMPORTERS!3m4!1s0x89b7b7b94723ca59:0x8564dc5fb70d8c8c!8m2!3d38.902757!4d-77.0401769
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Core Services
NETWORKING, EDUCATION,  
TRADE SERVICES

In Brief
The Association of Foreign Investors in Real Estate 
(AFIRE) is a trade association serving the foreign real 
estate community, representing the interests of nearly 
200 investing organizations in over 20 countries.

AFIRE
ASSOCIATION OF FOREIGN 
INVESTORS IN REAL ESTATE

In Depth
AFIRE—headquartered in Washington, DC—is an invitation-only, not-for-profit 
trade association of foreign real estate investors. The Association provides 
education, information and networking opportunities for its member companies 
and convenes a minimum of four annual conferences in major cities worldwide, 
from Dublin and Boston to Dubai.

MEMBERSHIP IN AFIRE OFFERS SEVERAL UNIQUE BENEFITS INCLUDING:

 ⊲ Exposure to influential U.S. policymakers and opinion leaders

 ⊲ Updates on important tax regulations and legislation

 ⊲ Publications addressing the specific information needs of foreign investors

 ⊲ Educational conferences

Contact
Association of Foreign Investors in Real Estate

Ronald Reagan Building and 
International Trade Center

1300 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite G22 
Washington, DC 20004

202.312.1400

www.afire.org

http://www.afire.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/AFIRE:+A+Fellowship+for+International+Real+Estate/@38.8942498,-77.0332963,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b7977c4acd9b:0xb86b7ff80e90d5d6!8m2!3d38.8942456!4d-77.0311023
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Core Services
REPRESENTATION, BUSINESS COUN-
SELING, NETWORKING, EDUCATION, 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

In Brief
The District of Columbia Chamber of Commerce (the DC 
Chamber) works to expand the economy in Washington, DC.

In Depth
The DC Chamber is the chief resource advocating on behalf of the Greater 
Washington Metropolitan Region’s business community. For over 80 years, the 
Chamber has worked tirelessly to expand economic opportunities in the nation’s 
capital with the ultimate vision of creating a thriving and inclusive marketplace, a 
qualified and competitive workforce, and a healthy and vibrant city.

The DC Chamber is comprised of seven specialized committees. These committees 
provide a forum for participants to collaborate on important business issues, build  
a valuable network of associates and influence policy decisions regarding  
Chamber governance.

As a membership organization, the value proposition offered by the DC Chamber is 
one of critical connections to the community: to its people, businesses, students, pro- 
grams and services, all strategically designed and targeted to enable businesses to 
grow and thrive.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS INCLUDE:

 ⊲ Business networking events

 ⊲ Educational seminars

 ⊲ Listings in and access to online member directories

DC CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE

Contact
DC Chamber of Commerce

1133 21st St., NW, Suite M200 
Washington, DC 20036

202.347.7201

www.dcchamber.org

http://www.dcchamber.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/District+of+Columbia+Chamber+of+Commerce/@38.894286,-77.0486655,14z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1sdC+Chamber+of+Commerce!3m4!1s0x89b7b794614b765b:0x59779946edf19675!8m2!3d38.9044622!4d-77.046282
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Core Services
ECONOMIC REFORM, ADVOCACY, 
GRANTS, NETWORKING, GOVERNANCE

In Brief
The Center for International Private Enterprise (CIPE) 
strengthens democracy around the globe through 
private enterprise and market-oriented reform.

CIPE
CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL 
PRIVATE ENTERPRISE

In Depth
CIPE is one of the four core institutes of the National Endowment for Democracy 
and a non-profit affiliate of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. CIPE advocates for 
transparency, accountability, fairness, and responsibility in government institutions. 
This helps develop better environments for business, trade, democracy and 
governance, while encouraging both private citizens and the private sector to  
deepen their involvement in the policymaking process.

CIPE’S SERVICES AND OBJECTIVES:

 ⊲ Anti-corruption & Ethics: Works with businesses to take collective action to 
address corruption 

 ⊲ Business Advocacy: Programs that equip partners to advocate economic reform 
and engage in dialogue with the government 

 ⊲ Centers of Excellence: Anti-Corruption and Governance Center fight corruption 
by helping companies advocate for anti-corruption reforms 

 ⊲ Democratic Governance: Improves transparency and accountability in the public 
and private sectors; increasing support for democratic rights and freedoms

 ⊲ Enterprise Ecosystems: Establishes a level playing field for entrepreneurs by 
prioritizing the development of a policy environment that nurtures and  
supports all businesses

 ⊲ Trade: The Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation is a unique public-private 
platform dedicated to international trade facilitation 

Contact
Center for International Private Enterprise

1155 15th St., NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20005

202.721.9200

www.cipe.org

http://www.cipe.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Center+for+International+Private+Enterprise/@38.9063125,-77.0431236,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b7bfe67509bd:0xa77c9c5212f787ef!8m2!3d38.9063083!4d-77.0409296
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Core Services
REGION PROMOTION, BUSINESS 
COUNSELING, NETWORKING, 
EDUCATION, BUSINESS SUPPORT, 
REGIONAL PROJECTS

In Brief
The Greater Washington Board of Trade (GWBOT) 
is the DC area’s largest network of business and 
nonprofit leaders.

GWBOT
GREATER WASHINGTON BOARD OF TRADE

In Depth
Founded in 1889, GWBOT enjoys a long history of creating and maintaining a climate 
that is healthy, inviting and profitable for the business community and the community 
at large. GWBOT’s first priority is growing its members’ businesses. It accomplishes 
this by providing content-rich programs and a variety of networking events to 
connect business leaders with their nonprofit and government counterparts.

CORE GWBOT SERVICES INCLUDE:

 ⊲ Advocating for businesses and their employees, with a particular emphasis  
on workforce issues and transportation funding

 ⊲ Developing economic reports that quantify the region’s strengths and can  
be used to attract new business investments

 ⊲ Supporting members through professional development, educational and 
networking programs

 ⊲ Promoting the Greater Washington Area as an ideal place to live and work

PRO-BUSINESS AND BIPARTISAN, GWBOT MEMBERS COLLABORATE ON 
IMPORTANT ISSUES, SUCH AS:

 ⊲ Improving mobility within the region

 ⊲ Advancing emergency preparedness and business continuity efforts 

 ⊲ Promoting sustainability as a significant opportunity for regional businesses

 ⊲ Attracting and retaining a talented workforce
Contact
Greater Washington Board of Trade

800 Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 1001 
Washington, DC 20006

202.857.5900

www.bot.org

http://www.bot.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Greater+Washington+Board+of+Trade/@38.9005088,-77.0406658,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b7b95fba8ba3:0x38df6c0a41b134f7!8m2!3d38.9005046!4d-77.0384718
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Core Services
ASSOCIATION SERVICES, BUSINESS 
COUNSELING, ADVOCACY, 
 EDUCATIONNAM

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MANUFACTURERS 

In Brief
The National Association of Manufacturers (NAM) is the 
largest manufacturing association in the United States 
and a powerful voice of the manufacturing community.
They are the leading advocate for a policy agenda that 
helps manufacturers compete in the global economy 
and create jobs across the U.S.

In Depth
NAM works on behalf of manufacturers in America to advance policies that help 
manufacturers do what they do best: create economic strength and jobs. They are 
on the front lines of a wide range of policy battles, from immigration reform and 
labor relations, to energy and the environment, to trade policy and taxes.

Through NAM’s grassroots manufacturing outreach and employee engagement 
efforts, manufacturers of all sizes are building valuable relationships with 
policymakers and helping to advance manufacturing policy issues with pro 
manufacturing legislation.

NAM focuses on a wide range of issues impacting manufacturers including: 
Corporate Finance & Management, Energy & Environment, Workforce & 
Immigration, Health Care, Labor, Trade, and Regulatory Reform. Through their 
advocacy programs, NAM helps to advance manufacturing policy issues with pro 
manufacturing legislation.

KEY ADVOCACY PROGRAMS:

 ⊲ Congressional Dialogue Series

 ⊲ Key Contacts Program

 ⊲ Manufacturing Executive Leadership Program

 ⊲ National Public Affairs Steering Committee

 ⊲ Manufacturing Summit

Manufacturers contributed

$2.33 trillion 
to the U.S. economy in the first  

quarter of 2018.

http://www.nam.org/Newsroom/Facts-About-Manu-
facturing/

Contact
National Association of Manufacturers 

733 10th St., NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20001 

202.637.3000

www.nam.org

http://www.nam.org/Newsroom/Facts-About-Manufacturing/
http://www.nam.org/Newsroom/Facts-About-Manufacturing/
http://www.nam.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/National+Association+of+Manufacturers+(NAM)/@38.898696,-77.027966,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b7978df62ca5:0xd73a2c59d00423a8!8m2!3d38.8986918!4d-77.025772
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Core Services
TRADE PROMOTION, ADVOCACY, 
NETWORKING, EDUCATION

In Brief
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce (the U.S. Chamber) is 
the world’s largest business federation, representing 
more than 3 million businesses.

In Depth
The U.S. Chamber’s core mission is to advance human progress through an 
economic, political and social system based on individual freedom, incentive, 
initiative, opportunity and responsibility.

From its headquarters in downtown DC, the U.S. Chamber maintains an  
extensive professional staff of the nation’s top policy experts, lobbyists, lawyers  
and communicators.

KEY U.S. CHAMBER SERVICES:

 ⊲ Advocacy: Advocates for pro-business policies that create jobs and grow the 
economy. Key issues range from smart tax policy and regulatory relief to legal 
reform and trade promotion.

 ⊲ Networking: Connects businesses with the U.S. Chamber networks to receive 
real-time information on policy issues that impact business and strategies to 
influence the legislative process.

 ⊲ Access: Members have exclusive access to key policy information, news, 
marketing tools, networking opportunities, and events.

U.S. CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE

Contact
U.S. Chamber of Commerce

1615 H St., NW 
Washington, DC 20062

202.659.6000

www.uschamber.com

http://www.uschamber.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/U.S.+Chamber+of+Commerce/@38.9023945,-77.0436208,15z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1su.s.+Chamber+of+Commerce!3m4!1s0x89b7b7bc3e642457:0x676626b72a9638bf!8m2!3d38.900552!4d-77.037541
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Core Services
EDUCATION, PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT, NETWORKING

In Brief
The Association of Women in International Trade (WIIT) 
is a professional association for women who share an 
interest and expertise in a variety of international trade 
careers.

WIIT
ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN IN 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE

In Depth
WIIT DC is the largest and most active chapter of the Organization of Women in 
International Trade, an umbrella association of women trade professionals around 
the world. WIIT is a volunteer-run organization and the only trade organization in 
the Washington area that fully integrates its membership in program development 
and leadership roles. Complementing its content-rich educational programs, WIIT 
champions professional growth, advocates on behalf of its members, and supports 
initiatives to broaden public understanding of international trade through the  
WIIT Charitable Trust.

THE BENEFITS OF WIIT MEMBERSHIP INCLUDE:

 ⊲ Monthly meetings and discussions addressing current trade topics and trends

 ⊲ Professional growth programs, such as job skills workshops, a mentoring 
program, job banks and networking events

 ⊲ A quarterly newsletter that serves as a platform for members to publish 
innovative articles

Contact
Association of Women in 
International Trade

204 E St., NE 
Washington, DC 20002

202.293.2948

www.wiit.org

http://www.wiit.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Women+In+International+Trade/@38.8963442,-77.005386,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b82414d3607d:0x7b99659f997c9e27!8m2!3d38.89634!4d-77.003192
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Core Services
TRADE POLICY INFORMATION, EDU-
CATION, NETWORKING

In Brief
The Washington International Trade Association (WITA) is 
a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization providing a neutral 
forum for the open discussion of trade policy issues.

In Depth
WITA provides the Washington-area trade community a forum for expanding 
business contacts, attending professional development programs, and exchanging 
information and ideas concerning world trade and international business. With 
its impressive slate of corporate sponsors and the support of the Washington 
International Trade Foundation, WITA offers an extensive series of programs to keep 
its 1,600 members—and the DC trade community at large—informed about a wide 
spectrum of trade-related issues.

WITA’S INFORMATIVE INITIATIVES INCLUDE:

 ⊲ Trade policy events

 ⊲ Professional development programs

 ⊲ Diplomatic exchanges

WITA MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS INCLUDE:

 ⊲ Networking opportunities, including the Annual Awards Dinner and 
Congressional Trade Agenda

 ⊲ Online employment resources

 ⊲ Access to members-only tools on WITA’s website

 ⊲ Benefits from the Federation of International Trade Associations (FITA),  
such as merchant discounts, research tools and liability insurance

WITA
WASHINGTON INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE ASSOCIATION 

Contact
Washington International Trade Association 
Ronald Reagan Building and 
International Trade Center

1300 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite G-329 
Washington, DC 20004

202.312.1600

www.wita.org

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Washington+International+Trade+Association/@38.8940743,-77.0329127,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b7b7984a89d865:0xc4f906a876b22cd2!8m2!3d38.8940701!4d-77.0307187
http://www.wita.org
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Core Services
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS  
ASSISTANCE, INFORMATION, 
NETWORKING, CONSULTING

In Brief
The World Trade Centers Association (WTCA) is a not-for-
profit, nonpolitical association providing members with 
links to potential business partners across the globe.

In Depth
Established in 1970, WTCA is dedicated to the establishment and effective operation 
of World Trade Centers (WTCs) as instruments for trade expansion. The WTCA 
represents more than 325 members in over 90 countries, collectively servicing more 
than 750,000 international trading corporations.

THE WTCA PROMOTES TRADE BY:

 ⊲ Facilitating international business relationships

 ⊲ Fostering increased participation in world trade by industrializing nations

 ⊲ Encouraging collaboration among its members

INDIVIDUAL WORLD TRADE CENTERS PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING:

 ⊲ An Economic Development Platform: A WTC raises the international profile of 
a city or region and generates high-impact economic activity.

 ⊲ A Gateway to the World: WTCs represent an extended informational and 
promotional network. As partners, they collaborate to mutually optimize their 
outreach and effectiveness.

 ⊲ A Premier Address for its Tenants: A WTC provides a wealth of amenities, 
often including a world-class conference facility, exceptional in-house catering, 
executive suites, event planning services, premium office space, retail outlets 
and restaurants.

WTCA
WORLD TRADE CENTERS ASSOCIATION 

 
325 current WTC licensees 

around the World, 90 countries 
represented through WTC 

operations, 1 global network 

https://www.wtca.org

Contact
World Trade Centers Association

120 Broadway Suite 3350  
New York, NY 10271

212.432.2626

www.wtca.org

https://www.wtca.org
http://www.wtca.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/World+Trade+Centers+Association/@40.7083067,-74.0127414,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89c2590246d9dfcd:0x24d45fd5e0e71c89!8m2!3d40.7083027!4d-74.0105474
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Core Services
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS ASSIS-
TANCE, INFORMATION, NETWORK-
ING, CONSULTINGWTCDC

WORLD TRADE CENTER WASHINGTON, DC

In Brief
The World Trade Center Washington, DC (WTCDC), helps 
clients develop events that promote international trade 
relations and foster cultural awareness.

In Depth
The WTCDC, as a member of the World Trade Centers Association, connects 
regional businesses to over 750,000 international organizations and a global 
network of more than 325 trade centers in over 90 countries. This world-wide 
access provides businesses a forum to cultivate trade relations, foster international 
dialogue, generate business opportunities and raise awareness about the 
economic benefits that can be realized through trade.

Located in the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center, the  
WTCDC is dedicated to assisting SME’s expand their business globally by  
providing trade services designed to educate business owners on the  
resources available to grow internationally.

OTHER TRADE AND CULTURAL PROGRAMS HOSTED BY THE WTCDC INCLUDE 
THE FOLLOWING:

 ⊲ Policy Forums

 ⊲ Trade and Investment Seminars

 ⊲ B2B Matchmaking

 ⊲ Inbound/Outbound Trade Missions

 ⊲ Ambassador Conversations

 ⊲ Winternational Embassy Showcase

 ⊲ Partner Identification

 ⊲ Trade Promotion Services

Contact
World Trade Center Washington, DC

1300 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20004

202.312.1395

www.wtc-dc.com

http://www.wtc-dc.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ronald+Reagan+Building+and+International+Trade+Center/@38.8938475,-77.0310363,17z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1sWorld+Trade+Centers+Association+!3m4!1s0x89b7b799cd314b7f:0x2e78c9142e08889d!8m2!3d38.8943989!4d-77.0300249
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In Depth
The business council seeks to strengthen the ties between two nations and help 
navigate small businesses and entrepreneurs through the channels of trade 
regulations and policies. It serves as a source of information, advisory, advocacy, 
and program services to its members. There are many bilateral business councils 
for countries worldwide. 

BELOW ARE SOME OF THE TOP U.S. TRADING PARTNERS:

1. U.S.-China Business Council

2. Canadian American Business Council

3. U.S.-Mexico Economic Council

4. U.S.-Japan Business Council 

5. Trans-Atlantic Business Council

6. U.S.-India Business Council

BUSINESS COUNCILS FOR 
TOP U.S. TRADE PARTNERS

In Brief
Bilateral business councils serve as advocacy 
organizations whose mission is to support and promote 
trade and investment between the United States and a 
specific country.

http://www.uschina.org
http://www.cabc.co
http://www.uschamber.com/usmxeco
http://www.usjbc.org
http://transatlanticbusiness.org/
http://www.usibc.com
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DIGITAL  
RESOURCES Overview

Digital resources are a great first step when looking to expand your 
business globally. There is an abundance of data available at your fingertips 
from government agencies, private sector and non-profit organizations to 
help navigate your way through exporting your goods and services. 

In this guide over 50 trade industry websites are listed to assist you in 
reaching government and local agencies, trade associations, development 
banks and business councils. Also included are more than 150 embassy 
websites giving you access to the world’s largest diplomatic community  
for industry sector and cultural research in specific countries.

The following section offers additional digital resources covering a 
wide range of topics. These trusted websites provide you with valuable 
information on trade services, market research, intellectual property  
rights and export regulations. 

Use the Country Commercial Guide and World Fact Book to obtain  
specific statistics on a country’s economy, market conditions, opportunities, 
business customs and much more, or access a suite of online trade 
resources and data curated specifically for the global trade ecosystem  
with WebPort Global. From the many websites listed throughout this  
guide, you’re sure to find the right information needed to become a 
successful international company.

Note: The entity featured in each profile is solely responsible for updating  
and managing their digital site. 
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COUNTRY COMMERCIAL GUIDE 

The Country Commercial Guide provides market conditions, opportunities, 
regulations, and business customs for over 125 countries prepared by trade 
and industry experts at U.S. embassies worldwide. It is an excellent starting 
point to find everything you need to know about doing business overseas, 
detailing eight important factors to help you decide if a market is right for  
your product or service.

ECOMMERCE EXPORT RESOURCE CENTER

The largest collection of cross-border ecommerce resources for U.S. 
businesses selling through B2C and B2B ecommerce sales channels compiled 
by the eCommerce Innovation Lab (EIL).

EXPORTER ASSESSMENT

Assess your company’s readiness for entering your first markets,  
expanding into additional markets, or taking on more challenging,  
high-growth export markets.

STOPFAKES

STOPfakes.gov is a one-stop shop for U.S. government tools and resources 
on intellectual property rights (IPR). The federal agencies behind STOPfakes.
gov have developed a number of resources to educate and assist businesses, 
particularly small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), as well as consumers, 
government officials, and the general public.

SYSTEM FOR AWARD MANAGEMENT

The System for Award Management (SAM) is an official website of the U.S. 
government. There is no cost to use SAM. You can use this site for FREE 
to: register to do business with the U.S. government; update or renew your 
entity registration; check status of an entity registration and; search for entity 
registration and exclusion records.

http://www.export.gov/ccg
http://www.export.gov/eCommerce
http://www.export.gov/article?id=Assessment
http://WWW.STOPFAKES.GOV/ABOUT-STOPFAKES
STOPfakes.gov
www.sam.gov/SAM/
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TOP MARKET SERIES

The International Trade Administration’s Top Markets Series is meant to  
help exporters determine their next export market by comparing  
opportunities across borders.

TRADE DATA AND FACTSHEETS

International Trade Administration provides aggregate and industry-specific 
trade data, including competitiveness and export/import statistics.

TRADE FINANCE GUIDE

The Trade Finance Guide provides the basics of financing techniques from 
cash-in-advance to government assisted foreign buyer financing.

UNITED STATES CENSUS BUREAU FOREIGN TRADE

Foreign Trade is the official source for U.S. export and import statistics and 
responsible for issuing regulations governing the reporting of all export 
shipments from the United States. This website provides import or export 
statistics, information on export regulations, commodity classifications, or a 
host of other trade related topics.

WEBPORT GLOBAL

WebPort Global (WPG) is the premier global trade network created for 
businesses that want to grow. WPG drives the global trade journey by  
directly connecting small and medium-sized enterprises (SME’s) to a  
captive audience of buyers, sellers, suppliers, intelligence and news  
through an always-on, live portal.

WORLD FACT BOOK

The World Fact Book compiled by the Central Intelligence Agency provides 
information on the history, people, government, economy, energy, geography, 
communications, transportation, military, and transnational issues for 267  
world entities.

http://www.trade.gov/topmarkets/
http://www.trade.gov/data.asp
http://www.export.gov/tradefinanceguide
https://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/index.html
http://www.webportglobal.com
http://www.ciaworldfactbook.us/
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