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Welcome

A Message from Andrew Gelfuso
In this issue of TradeWinds, we are excited to share a few of the many programs and 
events, hosted at RRB/ITC, that foster trade dialogue and develop business connections. 
The educational conferences, informative conversations and thought-provoking panels were 
remarkable showcases that reflect the importance of cultivating international discourse.

It was with great pleasure we held the Washington International Trade Association’s (WITA) 
inaugural trade conference titled: Navigating the Trade Winds, where several panels of 
thought leaders from the government and private sector discussed current and future trade 
agreements, market trends and their significance.

Also, in keeping with RRB/ITC's mission to promote trade, we were delighted to present the 
Japan International Transport Institute’s 2019 International Exchange and Tourism Seminar. 
The program convened diplomats, business people, and international exchange and tourism 
experts to discuss the many aspects of their efforts and the measures that have been taken to 
deepen international exchange between the U.S. and Japan. 

On a more local level, we were proud to host the Embassy Adoption Program’s 42nd Mini 
United Nations as an extension of our partnership. The program brings in fifth-and-sixth grade 
students to learn about an “adopted” embassy throughout the school year. Watching these 
students become diplomats for the day and debate about climate change and natural disasters 
was heartwarming and shows promise for the future of diplomacy. 

In addition to our trade mission, RRB/ITC is dedicated to promoting international dialogue. 
To that end, we were especially honored to host the Wilson Center’s Conversation with the 
President of Colombia Iván Duque Márquez, over 600 attendees filled the Amphitheater to 
hear the president’s views on many issues facing his country. He openly discussed his point 
of view on matters such as the political and humanitarian crisis in Venezuela, drug trafficking 
and tax reform.

As the hub for trade and cultural activity in the nation’s capital, RRB/ITC is a prominent site 
and a strategic partner for the diplomatic community. We were particularly excited to begin 
our partnership with the Sustained Dialogue Institute (SDI) to host several ambassador 
conversations. SDI is a national and international conflict transformation non-profit seeking 
to create a world where people coexist peacefully, justly, and productively through dialogue. 
Their Ambassador Dialogue Series is a monthly program showcasing a cross-cultural 
conversation with an ambassador focused on peacebuilding through dialogue around the 
world. 

I welcome you to visit our website at www.rrbitc.com to view our upcoming events. For more 
information or to book your own event please call 202.312.1655.  

See You Soon!

Andrew Gelfuso
Vice President, TCMA for RRB/ITC
Director, World Trade Center Washington, DC

http://www.rrbitc.com
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ver 600 attendees packed the Amphitheater 
at RRB/ITC to hear the President of Colombia 
Iván Duque Márquez discuss the main goals of 
his administration and Colombia’s agenda in a 

conversation with moderator Michelle Caruso-Cabrera, CNBC 
contributor and international correspondent. The event was 
coordinated by the Woodrow Wilson Center for International 
Scholars, supporting partners included: World Trade Center 
Washington, DC (WTCDC), Americas Society/Council of the 
America (ASCOA), Atlantic Council, the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies (CSIS), and the Inter-American 
Dialogue.

A discussion on the humanitarian and political crisis in 
Venezuela kicked off the program. Duque expressed his 
opinions on the current situation stating “Venezuelan people 
are seeing a light at the end of the tunnel” and, that “This is 
the moment to put an end to the most brutal dictatorship we 
have seen in years in Latin America.” He continued by pledging 
his support to Juan Guaidó, leader of the opposition-controlled 
National Assembly in Venezuela who declared himself interim 
president, adding, “A diplomatic blockade is a better form of 
ending a dictatorship than any form of military intervention.”  

The conversation then turned to domestic issues, with Duque 
acknowledging the topic of drugs and drug trafficking as being 
a huge issue in Colombia.

“We have to make a shift from illegal economies to legal 
economies,” President Duque said. That would make it possible 
for “growers to have sustainable income based on new  
legal crops.”

A Conversation with the 
President of Colombia 
Iván Duque 
Márquez

President Duque takes a question from an audience member

The RRB/ITC Amphitheater was full with people eager to hear from 
 the President of Colombia

O

Featured Article
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The President reiterated his hard-line stance on crime and terrorism, asserting “Violence cannot be a means to express 
political ideology” and his government will continue to bring criminals to justice. Additionally, he spoke on his position not to 
restart peace talks with the National Liberation Army (ELN), the group blamed for a car bombing that happened in mid January 
leaving more than 20 people dead, until it releases 19 hostages and ends its attacks.

The issue of tax reform was discussed at length with Duque emphasizing the need for reform due to Colombia’s growing fiscal 
deficit and budget constraints. He declared that “taxation levels cannot rely solely on the private sector” and how reduced 
corporate taxation triggers social progress and creates jobs. The President then pointed to the passing of several tax reforms 
by his administration, including “digitalized invoicing” and “fiscalizing” correctly to increase the number of taxpaying citizens in 
Colombia.

In regards to foreign investment, Duque expressed the need to eliminate red tape allowing for easier market access—his 
administration has removed or reduced over 120 red tape procedures over the last 6 months.

When asked about his right-sided stance on issues, Duque defended his policies. 

“They are not extremely right or extremely left, they are common sense,” he said. 

President Duque maintained the administration’s aim is to work on “closing the gap between rich and poor and talking about 
social justice.”

“Whether that’s right or left, I don't know or I don’t care,” Duque said. “I want to make Colombia a better place.”    

Photos courtesy of: https://bit.ly/2km70vk

President Duque (left) and Michelle Caruso-Cabrera (right) have a discussion

 https://bit.ly/2km70vk
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orld Trade Center Washington, DC (WTCDC), 
partnered with the Office of the Deputy Mayor 
for Planning and Economic Development 
(DMPED) to host 30 representatives of 

American-European Chambers of Commerce (AmChams) to 
promote DC as a destination for international business.

The reception was held at RRB/ITC and provided a snapshot 
of information relevant to international businesses, such as 
AmChams, that are seeking to expand and establish a presence 
in the nation’s capital. 

AmChams are independent, non-governmental business 
associations all accredited by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
in Washington, DC. 

Andrew Gelfuso, Vice President of TCMA and Director of 
WTCDC, and Brian Kenner, former Deputy Mayor of DC, gave 
remarks to the representatives, both endorsing DC as a hub for 
international business and global interest. 

According to Business Insider, Washington, DC, had the 
strongest economy in the U.S. in 2018. Additionally, The 
Washington Post reported DC was the most educated city in 
the United States in 2016, and SmartAsset declared it the best 
U.S. tech city for women. 

The countries represented at the reception were: Azerbaijan, 
Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, European Union, 
Finland, Germany, Gibraltar, Greece, Israel, Kosovo, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Turkey (ABFT), Ukraine and the United Kingdom. 

W

Doing Business in DC

American-European Chambers of 
Commerce visit the District, learn 
about international presence

About AmChams in Europe
Established in 1963, the European Council of American 
Chambers of Commerce serves as the umbrella 
organization for 45 AmChams throughout Europe and 
Eurasia. 

AmChams is Europe’s collective membership represents 
more than 17,000 American and European companies 
employing 20 million workers accounting for more than 
$1.1 trillion in investment on both sides of the Atlantic. 

As a bilateral voice of American and European 
companies, AmChams in Europe works to communicate 
the importance of the transatlantic economy in both 
Europe and the United States. 

The U.S. and Europe are each other’s largest trading 
partners and comprise the world’s largest and 
wealthiest market.

Collaboration

Representatives from each European-American Chamber of Commerce pose 
with the flags of their country
Photo Credit: Sardari Group

(Left to right): Andrew Gelfuso, Vice President of TCMA and Director of the 
World Trade Center Washington, DC; Patrick Mikkelsen, Executive Director 
of the Netherlands American Chamber of Commerce; Margaret Singleton, 
Vice President of Contracts & Programs for the DC Chamber of Commerce; 
John P. Drew, President and CEO of TCMA (A Drew Company) and Andres 
Hayes, International Business Manager at the Office of the Deputy Mayor for 
Planning and Economic Development
Photo Credit: Sardari Group
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ulinary diplomacy and international travel were 
at the forefront of Events DC’s 11th Annual 
Embassy Chef Challenge. Presented by TCMA 
(A Drew Company), this unique event brings 

together embassy chefs from all over the world under one 
roof at RRB/ITC—a unique opportunity for guests to interact 
with the diplomatic community and for embassy chefs to 
showcase their culinary talents to the public.

Embassy chefs brought their best competition for a chance 
to win one of the coveted Pineapple Trophies in three 
separate categories: Chefs’ Choice, People’s Choice and 
Best Beverage. This year, the embassies pulled out all the 
stops preparing delicious bites and beverages including 
Spicy Sizzled Grilled Lamb Rack with Jollof Rice from 
Ghana; the original Pain Killer rum cocktail prepared by 
the British Virgin Islands; Elarji with cornmeal and cheese 
croquettes, walnut sauce, and an authentic spice glaze 
from Georgia; traditional Sri Lankan Milk Rice with onion 
paste, chicken curry and a “Surf and Turf” Pumpkin Soup 
prepared by Haiti.

Surrounded by travel-inspired décor in the Atrium, guests 
mingled with one another while listening to live music from 
Aaron Myers & Co., Quiet Storm Trio, Nathan Pryce and 
Dreams from Ghana.

After taste testing all of the spices, sweets and authentic 
flavors, the panel of food critics and guests cast their 
votes for what they believed was the best dish and overall 
favorite experience (each guest was given one token to cast 
their vote).

This year’s Judges Panel included:

• Executive Chef Xavier Deshayes, Ronald Reagan Building 
and International Trade Center

• Maria Godoy, Senior Editor, NPR Science Desk, and  
Host, The Salt

• Rose Previte, Owner, Maydan and Compass Rose
• Ashley Rose Young, Food Historian, Smithsonian National 

Museum of American History

Once the votes were tallied, Ed Henry, Fox News Channel 
anchor and Chief National Correspondent, kicked off 
the awards ceremony with opening remarks. Barbados 
took home the Judges' Choice Award for best dish with 
Haiti claiming the top spot for People’s Choice Award. In 
addition to the Pineapple Trophies, Macy’s presented a Best 
Dressed Embassy award which was claimed by Ethiopia—a 
well-deserved accolade for their ornate table display and 
enthusiasm for their country.

2019 EMBASSY CHEF CHALLENGE WINNERS:

• Best Beverage (Presented by Pepsi):
• Ghana

• Best Dressed (Presented by Macy's):
• Ethiopia

• Judges’ Choice Award Winners:
• 1st Place: Barbados
• 2nd Place: Morocco
• 3rd Place: Belgium

• People’s Choice Award Winners:
• 1st Place: Haiti
• 2nd Place: Sri Lanka
• 3rd Place: Bahamas

“Every year the Events DC Embassy Chef Challenge grows 
bigger, better and even more delicious! Barbados and Haiti 
may have gone home with the Golden Pineapples, but with 
amazing food, drinks, music, dancing, and such celebration 
of diplomacy everyone can go home feeling like a winner," 
said Events DC president and CEO, Gregory A O’Dell. "We 
can’t wait to see what’s in store for next year’s 12th Annual 
Embassy Chef Challenge!" 

Representatives from participating embassies stand on stage as awards 
are presented
Photo Credit: Kaveh Sardari

Events DC’s 11th Annual Embassy Chef Challenge

C

Diplomacy
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he Sustained Dialogue Institute (SDI) partnered 
with World Trade Center Washington, DC, (WTCDC) 
for their inaugural Ambassador Dialogue Series 
featuring His Excellency Daniel Mulhall, Ambassador 

of Ireland to the United States. 

The event, hosted at RRB/ITC, began with remarks from 
Andrew Gelfuso, Vice President of TCMA and Director 
of WTCDC. Reverend Mark Farr, President of SDI, then 
introduced Ambassador Mulhall before opening the discussion 
on the history and future of Ireland and how Mulhall views the 
state of the world. 

“Unfortunately the brave new world that emerged after the 
end of the Cold War has been replaced now by a kind of world 
where things are in a state of flux to put it mildly,” Mulhall 
said. “I think what’s happened is that perhaps the lessons of 
the past have been forgotten and people have started to make 
mistakes that we should have learned to avoid.”

Ambassador Mulhall talked about the economy, BREXIT, 
job retention, education and the idea of nationalism. When 
asked if he saw discourse across boundaries happening, 
Ambassador Mulhall said the dialogue is “getting better, but 
there’s not enough of it.”

When talking with Farr about politics and political parties, 
Mulhall commented that Ireland has not seen a rise of an 
extreme right-wing populist party, despite the country’s  
recent hardship. Mulhall explained that a decade ago when  
the economy was on a downturn and there was a decline in 
the value of property, the media predicated an emergence  

Culture in Focus

A Global Dialogue with His 
Excellency Daniel Mulhall

Sustained Dialogue Institute hosts 
Ambassador of Ireland for inaugural 
Ambassador Dialogue Series

T

(From left to right): Andrew Gelfuso, Vice President of TCMA and Director of 
World Trade Center, Washington DC; Reverend Mark Farr, President of the 
Sustained Dialogue Institute; Carol Saunders, wife of SDI founder the late Hal 
Saunders; and His Excellency Daniel Mulhall, Ambassador of Ireland to the U.S. 
Photo Credit: RRB/ITC

You don’t want to have to go 
through a global conflict in 
order to learn lessons that the 
past should have taught us.
Daniel Mulhall
Ambassador of Ireland to the U.S.
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About the Sustained Dialogue 
Institute (SDI)
SDI helps citizens around the world to 
transform their conflictual or destructive 
relationships and to design and implement 
sustainable change processes. Globally, SDI 
runs dialogues between the United States and 
Russia, as well as in the corporate sector, 
communities, workplaces, and on college 
campuses, where, right alongside their college 
courses, they train young professionals in the 
vital skills of conflict transformation and peace. 
SDI’s Advisory Board includes President Jimmy 
Carter, Henry Kissinger, Dorothy Cotton, James 
Baker lll, and Frank Carlucci, among others.

of a right-wing populist, anti-European party in Ireland. Mulhall explained 
there are three reasons that has not happened.

“The first is that even though we had our difficulties 10 years ago, overall 
most Irish people recognize we have been beneficial as a globalization. 
And they kind of understand that it’s a package and it has various 
ingredients and you can’t have one without the other,” he explained. “And 
people generally feel we’ve done well out of the EU membership; when 
we joined we were the poorest country in the European Union, now we’re 
one of the most successful. So I think people are simply not willing to 
jeopardize that by developing phobias about immigration.”

Farr then asked Mulhall if he thought the process of repeating mistakes 
was cyclical, and if future generations would forget the mistakes made 
now. 

“You don’t want to have to go through a global conflict in order to learn 
lessons that the past should have taught us,” Mulhall said. 

Mulhall ended the event reading a few of his favorite Irish poems. 

SDI, a national and international conflict transformation non-profit, seeks 
to create a world where people coexist peacefully, justly, and productively 
through dialogue. The Ambassador Dialogue Series looks to contribute to 
the furtherance of global dialogue and enhance the understanding of the 
work of diplomacy in the city and the world.

“We’ve picked (specific) countries for this series that we believe could 
be instrumental and hopefully important in the ongoing global dialogue of 
peacebuilding,” Farr said.  

(Left) Reverend Mark Farr, President of the Susutained Dialogue Institute and (right) His Excellency Daniel Mulhall, Ambassador of Ireland to the U.S.
Photo Credit: RRB/ITC
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Navigating the Trade Winds

2019 Washington International Trade Conference

he Washington International Trade Association 
(WITA) hosted its inaugural International Trade 
Conference at RRB/ITC. The Atrium Ballroom 
was filled with trade industry professionals and 

thought leaders from the government and private sectors 
to discuss the United States–Mexico–Canada Agreement 
(USMCA), tariffs, trade negotiations with China, trade press 
observations, current markets and trade implications on 
national security. Partners of the conference included FedEx, 
UPS and World Trade Center Washington, DC (WTCDC).

Andrew Gelfuso, Vice President of TCMA and Director of  
WTCDC, offered welcoming remarks to kick off the  

2019 Conference. “For nearly 20 years, this Trade Center 
has enjoyed a tremendous partnership with WITA. Together, 
we have offered a neutral forum for the open and robust 
discussion of international trade policy and related issues.” 

Ken Levinson, Executive Director of WITA, addressed the 
attendees noting the importance and relevance of the 
conference with the impending trade talks, tariffs and world-
wide implications of international trade agreements. The 
morning session began with an armchair discussion with 
Representative Kevin Brady (R-TX), Ranking Member of the 
House Ways and Means Committee, who spoke about the 
administration’s direction and current policies on international 
trade.

Throughout the day, several panels were held debating and 
discussing current and future trade agreements, trends and 
market implications. In one session titled “The Art of the 
Deal: USMCA” panelists compared USMCA to NAFTA with 
some panelists suggesting that the new agreement will create 
higher-paying jobs and more sustainable and inclusive trade. 
They also discussed the steel and aluminum tariffs and 
their negative impact on the auto industry and several other 
business sectors stating that businesses will not be able to 
absorb the cost of the tariffs forcing them to pass the cost 
along to the consumer.

The future of trade technology, trade facilitation and global 
value chains were the topics of discussion at WITA’s 
NextGenTrade™ session—an initiative that identifies emergent 
trade issues that will be at the center of trade discussions, 
negotiations and disputes in the years to come.  

The conference ended with a panel on China, moderated 
by Ambassador Darci Vetter, former Chief Agricultural 
Negotiator and Deputy Under Secretary of Agriculture. The 
panel postulated on what victory looks like in a trade war with 
China. David Dollar from the Brookings Institution believes 
that there is a “very strong incentive for China to make a 
trade deal with the U.S.” and commented that one of the most 
important components for victory would be market access. 

T

Panelists at the 2019 Washington International Trade Conference
Photo Credit: RRB/ITC

Rep. Kevin Brady (left), Ranking Member of the House Ways & Means Committee, has a 
conversation with Ambassador Susan Schwab, strategic advisor for Mayer Brown
Photo Credit: RRB/ITC

Trade Promotion
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o cap off the end of their school year, fifth- and 
sixth-grade students gathered at RRB/ITC for the 
42nd Annual Embassy Adoption Program Mini 
United Nations. This year, more than 500 DCPS 

students from all eight wards of DC convened to debate 
and draft resolutions relating to climate change and natural 
disaster relief. 

A partnership between the Washington Performing Arts 
Society and the District of Columbia Public Schools 
(DCPS), the Embassy Adoption Program offers students a 
unique global and cultural education experience. The World 
Trade Center Washington, DC, at the RRB/ITC has been a 
partner and supporter of the event for more than five years.

Each spring, the EAP pairs over 80 embassies and global 
partners with more than 2,000 fifth- and sixth-grade 
students from DCPS classrooms. Each participating 
classroom of students has a partner embassy or diplomatic 
entity for a series of cultural exchange activities throughout 
the school year. Teachers prepare students with the help 
of embassy and global representatives, to discuss issues 
relating to climate change and natural disaster relief, as 
well as core values of the classroom’s adopted country 
or region throughout the year. Then, teachers select six 
student delegates to attend the Mini UN to represent their 
adopted country or region and their class at the event. 
The student delegates prepare and defend resolutions for 
addressing climate change and natural disaster relief based 
on their adopted country’s positions.  

T

Students pose with their embassy representative in the RRB/ITC during the Mini United Nations
Photo Credit: Fritz PhotoGraphics

42nd Annual Mini 
United Nations 
Brings Embassies, 
Students Together

Kimberly A. Bassett (left), Secretary of the District of 
Columbia presents Jillian Flood (right), Global Education 
Coordinator, DC Public Schools with a proclamation from 
Mayor Bowser declaring the day Mini United Nations Day 
in the District of Columbia
Photo Credit: Fritz PhotoGraphics

Education
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he Japan International Transport Institute (JITI) held its 2019 International Exchange and Tourism Seminar at  
RRB/ITC. The one-day program brought together diplomats, business people, and international exchange and 
tourism experts to discuss the current situation and issues in their respective field, the many aspects of their efforts 
and the measures which need to be taken to deepen international exchange, including tourism, between the U.S. 

and Japan. Partners of the event included the Japan National Tourism Organization, the Embassy of Japan, the National Cherry 
Blossom Festival and World Trade Center Washington, DC (WTCDC).

Andrew Gelfuso, Vice President of TCMA and Director of WTCDC, welcomed the participants to the building and spoke highly of 
the friendship between the United States and Japan. 

“For over 100 years Japan and the United States have enjoyed a relationship and friendship like no other,” Gelfuso said.  
“In 1912, as many of you know, the Mayor of Tokyo gifted the city of Washington with the beautiful cherry blossom trees. Every 
year the city celebrates that friendship and those fantastic trees with an annual festival and a parade.”

The U.S.-Japan relationship is one of the most intimate relationships in the world and has deepened over time thanks to 
numerous initiatives. These include the 1912 gift of cherry trees from the Mayor of Tokyo to Washington, DC, and the more 
recent TOMODACHI Initiative which originated in response to the need for assistance after the Great East Japan Earthquake  
of 2011.

His Excellency Shinsuke Sugiyama, Ambassador of Japan to the United States, also gave remarks, touching on the National 
Cherry Blossom Festival, diplomacy between the two countries and tourism.

T

The Future of U.S.-Japan 
Friendship

JITI brings its 2019 International Exchange and Tourism Seminar to DC

Collaboration

Panelists discuss ways to deepen the relationship between the U.S. and Japan
Photo Credit: JITI
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“Speaking as an ambassador, I believe in the understanding 
that comes from travel advances the cause of diplomacy,” 
Ambassador Sugiyama explained. “This is why our 
governments believe so wholeheartedly in cultural exchanges. 
When Japanese and Americans meet, it puts faces and 
friendship where before there was only a general perception 
of national policy on papers.”

Comings and goings of people between the U.S. and Japan, 
which measures the magnitude of exchange, has steadily 
grown. Visitors from the U.S. to Japan have been breaking 
records annually since 2014, and numbered 1.53 million in 
2018. For Japanese travelers, the U.S. is the most visited 
country, and Japanese visitors to the U.S. reached 3.60 
million in 2017.

Before moving on to the panel discussion, the group heard 
from two keynote speakers. The Honorable Norman Mineta, 
the former U.S. Secretary of Commerce under President 
Clinton and former U.S. Secretary of Transportation under 
President George W. Bush, spoke about the importance of 
transportation, and how Japan is leading the field. Mineta 
is also a Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient and is 
currently the President and CEO of Mineta and Associates. 

“When you think about international exchanges and tourism, 
I think about transportation because it’s really the basis for 
international exchange in both trade and transportation, as 
well as tourism,” Mineta said. 

He gave a passionate, detailed account of his experience 
on September 11, 2001. He recounted being in a regular 

morning meeting before being rushed to the White House, 
and then being briefed on what was happening. After the 
third plane flew into the Pentagon, Mineta said he ordered all 
of the planes to be grounded immediately. After being told 
planes would be brought down per pilot discretion, Mineta, 
unsatisfied with the response time, pushed to land all 6,438 
planes in two hours and twenty minutes.   

“It’s all transport related. So how do you rebuild the security 
of ports, airports, seaports, trains? And that’s what brings 
us to today,” Mineta said. “Because as we talk about 
international exchanges that involves trade, transportation and 
most assuredly tourism, we have to think about how do we 
advance transportation as a whole and at the same time keep 
an eye on security.”

Following Secretary Mineta was Satoshi Seino, President 
of the Japan National Tourism Organization. Senio shared 
statistics on tourism numbers between the U.S. and Japan 
and goals for those numbers to continue to grow. 

The day ended with a panel discussion moderated by Abigail 
Friedman, founder and CEO of the Wisteria Group and a 
U.S. diplomat. The panelists started by discussing ways to 
deepen the relationship between the U.S. and Japan, before 
moving onto talking about the TOMODACHI initiative, getting 
youth engaged in travel, and ultimately how to strengthen and 
expand the U.S.-Japan exchanges.  

JITI has since changed their name to the Japan International Transport 
and Tourism Institute (JITTI)

Panelists and speakers pose for a photo at the 2019 International Exchange and Tourism Seminar
Photo Credit: RRB/ITC
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Trade Promotion

SBA Recognizes Regions 
Bank and Berkshire Bank 
at Annual SBA Export 
Lenders’ Roundtable

dministrator Linda McMahon and the U.S. Small Business Administration’s (SBA) Office of International Trade 
honored Regions Bank and 44 Business Capital, a division of Berkshire Bank, as the 2019 SBA Export Lenders of the 
Year at the 12th annual SBA Export Lenders’ Roundtable. During the event, which was held at RRB/ITC, both lenders 
were recognized for their efforts to increase access to capital for U.S. companies that provide international trade 

financing to small businesses. 

“It is my pleasure to recognize the SBA’s 2019 Export Lenders of the Year: Regions Bank and 44 Business Capital, a division of 
Berkshire Bank. The export financing provided by our lender partners plays a pivotal role in helping small businesses compete 
and succeed in the global market. In fact, small businesses that export grow faster, pay higher wages and have greater economic 
stability,” McMahon said. “The Trump Administration and the SBA are committed to ensuring equal access for small businesses 
to international markets, expanding export opportunities, and reducing or eliminating trade and investment barriers that 
disproportionately impact small businesses.”

Regions Bank Vice President Yareny C. Camacho, accepted the award for large lending institutions on behalf of Regions Bank —  
a member of the S&P 500 Index and the 16th largest full-service bank in the nation. 

Berkshire Bank was recognized for its entrepreneurial 
approach, customer relations and distinctive culture. 
Berkshire Senior Vice President Greg Poehlmann accepted 
the award for small lending institution on its behalf. 

U.S. exports are important to the nation’s economy, and 98 
percent of all exporters are small businesses. During fiscal 
year 2018, the SBA guaranteed $1.14 billion in financing to 
small business exporters. 

The SBA Export Lenders’ Roundtable is an annual event 
sponsored by the SBA’s Office of International Trade. The 
event brings together lenders, trade financiers, and trade 
industry professionals to hear from speakers on topics 
such as trade promotion, the global economic outlook, 
developments in trade finance, and SBA’s export financing 
programs.  

Content Courtesy of: The Small Business Administration

A

SBA Administrator Linda McMahon addresses the crowd at the SBA Export 
Lenders' Roundtable
Photo Credit: SBA
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Mediterranean Diet Roundtable 2019 

Annual conference highlights growing dietary trends

rade experts, scientists, and food industry 
professionals gathered at RRB/ITC for the  
annual Mediterranean Diet Roundtable 
(MDR). This conference is an experiential and 

inspirational opportunity for scientists and food industry 
leaders to discuss dietary trends in America. Along with 
conversation, speakers and guests enjoyed a delicious  
MDR standard-approved lunch curated by RRB/ITC’s 
talented culinary team.

The lineup of speakers included Andrew Gelfuso,  
Vice President of TCMA and Director of World Trade Center 
Washington, DC (WTCDC), Hon. Aristos  
A. Constantine, Trade Commissioner of the Republic of 
Cyprus for North America, and Greg Drescher,  
Vice President at The Culinary Institute of America.

Gelfuso commenced the discussion with welcoming remarks 
honoring WTCDC’s partnership with the 2019 Mediterranean 
Diet Roundtable team, and his enthusiasm to explore how 
nutritional science can be translated into food policy for the 
wellbeing of the general population.

Constantine led the conversation on the core values  
of the Mediterranean Diet, and the importance of bringing 
small farmers and producers in to the global value chain. 

He explained the fundamentals of the Mediterranean Diet — 
balanced nutrition, healthy living and simplicity — 
are universal. “The diet is a testament to common heritage, 
which reflexes values of hospitality, neighborliness and 
inclusivity of our region,” Constantine said.

Drescher gave insight into the Menus of Change 
Initiative, and connecting the Mediterranean Diet in larger 
frameworks. The initiative includes 24 principles of  
healthy sustainable menus containing concepts such as 
serving red meat less often, choosing healthier oils and 
reducing added sugars. Drescher explained that ultimately, 
the “plant-forward” approach is the way to go.

Other speakers included Laurent Amzallag, creator and 
head coach of Laurent’s Transformation Plan, who explained 
his passion for inspiring people to stay healthy. He brought 
guests to their feet for an interactive demonstration of some 
of the little exercises that can complement a Mediterranean 
diet. 

The Mediterranean Diet can be summarized in Drescher’s 
words: "For us it is all about deliciousness in the most 
direct path at the intersection of health, sustainability and 
cultural discovery."  

T

LEFT: Panelists discuss the Mediterranean diet  RIGHT: A sample of the food provided at the Mediterranean Diet Roundtable
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Impact & Initiatives



A publication of World Trade Center Washington, DC

Our service understands and analyzes 
your needs to deliver bespoke 
opportunities which aid international 
business development.

•Global Trade Data & Analytics
•Trade Education
•Partner Connections in 80 Countries
•Connection to 320 World Trade Centers
•Customized Market & Industry Analysis
•Focused Lead Generation
•Soft Landing Support

WebPort Global helps businesses 
grow globally.

WebPort Global Trade Development 
Tools Include: 

Trade 
Globally 
with 
Trusted 
Partners

WebPort Global, 2 Seaport Lane, 9th Floor, Boston, MA 02210 USA

WebPort Global drives the global trade journey by directly connecting SME’s to a captive 
audience of buyers, sellers, suppliers, intelligence and news through an always-on, live portal. 

www.webportglobal.com

info@webportglobal.com

@webport_global

 webportglobal

Get Your Brand Noticed

TradeWinds is a copyrighted 
publication of World Trade Center 
Washington, DC (WTCDC) and 
highlights trade events and activities 
as part of the trade mission at 
Ronald Reagan Building and 
International Trade Center (RRB/
ITC). Events featured are supported 
by TCMA (A Drew Company), the 
exclusive manager of RRB/ITC.

PUBLISHER

John P. Drew, President & CEO
TCMA, A Drew Company

EDITOR

Andrew Gelfuso, Vice President, 
TCMA for RRB/ITC 
Director, World Trade Center 
Washington, DC

CONTRIBUTORS

Jessica Hodge
Hosai Rashid 
Allyson Browne-McKithen

Please address comments and 
suggestions to the editor at 
tradeinfo@rrbitc.com. 

For a listing of upcoming trade 
events, visit rrbitc.com/events-
calendar

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20004
rrbitc.com | tradeinfo@rrbitc.com

The Back Page

mailto:tradeinfo%40rrbitc.com?subject=
http://rrbitc.com/events-calendar
http://rrbitc.com/events-calendar
http://rrbitc.com
mailto:tradeinfo%40rrbitc.com?subject=

