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Welcome

A Message from Andrew Gelfuso
In this issue of TradeWinds, we are excited to highlight the all-encompassing line-up of  
culturally diverse events held at the RRB/ITC. The thought-provoking forums, educational  
panels and inspiring exhibits were remarkable showcases that demonstrated the importance 
of fostering international dialogue. We hosted Events DC’s Annual Embassy Chef Challenge, 
multiple ambassador conversations, a Mini UN for the Embassy Adoption Program, and much 
more.

In recent months, trade and international commerce have been topics of discussion at the 
forefront of many international communities. In partnership with The Washington International 
Trade Association (WITA), we hosted their Annual Awards Dinner where distinguished guests 
within the trade community spoke about trade, baseball and everything in-between! The 
speakers offered a balanced perspective to attendees about the current U.S. trade climate. 
Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, one of the honorees, gave remarks about free and fair 
trade for American workers.

As the hub for trade and cultural activity in the nation’s capital, the RRB/ITC is a prominent 
site and a strategic partner for the diplomatic community. We were especially excited to work 
in collaboration with our partners to host several ambassador conversation series. It was 
such an honor to welcome these esteemed guests from across the globe who shared valuable 
trade information and insights into their culture. I was pleased to speak with the African Union 
Mission Ambassador H.E. Dr. Arikana Chihombori-Quao during my TradeTalk interview, where 
we discussed the AU’s mission and their 2063 goals, the African Diaspora and other globally-
impactful topics. 

As the building transitions from spring and summer events to fall and winter programs, our 
office has undergone a transition of its own. With a formal rebranding, we are now operating 
as the official World Trade Centers Washington, DC. Our office helps develop relationships and 
events that foster international dialogue, generate business opportunities and raise awareness 
about the economic benefits that can be realized through trade. Our global network extends 
through the World Trade Center Association, connecting us to 750,000 affiliated businesses, 
spanning 300 trade centers in over 100 countries. 

As we look forward to the coming months, please check our calendar for upcoming events, 
and as always, I invite you to attend our trade related and cultural programs.

See You Soon!

Andrew Gelfuso
Vice President, TCMA for RRB/ITC
Director, World Trade Center Washington, DC
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Feature Article

he Washington International Trade Association 
(WITA) and the Washington International Trade 
Foundation (WITF) hosted their Annual Awards 
Dinner honoring Senator Ben Cardin (D-MD), 

Senator Pat Roberts (R-KS), and Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue for their leadership and accomplishments in 
trade policy. The program featured former Senator Heitkamp 
(D-ND); Representative Kevin Brady (R-TX), Chairman of the 
Committee on Ways and Means; and Former Secretary of 
Agriculture, Dan Glickman.

The evening opened with an embassy-sponsored cocktail 
reception in the Atrium featuring wines, beers, and spirits from 
around the world. Baseballs, bats, and vintage baseball signs 
decorated the area as a nod to the MLB All-Star Game hosted 
in DC the previous evening.

The awards were presented during the dinner portion of the 
evening. Former Senator Heitkamp began by presenting the 
Congressional Leadership Award to Senator Cardin. Senator 
Cardin was appreciative in his acceptance and shared his views 
on trade.

“We are in a global economy…the economy in Maryland 
depends upon trade. Our economy in America depends upon 
trade,” Senator Cardin remarked. “America needs to be the 
leader, globally, on [trade] issues. We cannot do it alone.”

While accepting the Congressional Leadership Award from 
Dan Glickman, Senator Roberts underlined the lessons he 
learned while serving as the incumbent Chairman of the Senate 
Agriculture Committee.

Guests enjoy the baseball-themed decor throughout the Atrium
Photo Credit: Herman Farrer 

Feature Article

WITA Hosts Annual 
Awards Dinner
Secretary of Agriculture Sonny 
Perdue among those honored

WITA Board of Directors member Steve Lamar addresses the crowd 
at the Annual Awards Dinner
Photo Credit: Herman Farrer

Senator Ben Cardin (right) receives the Congressional Leadership  
Award from Former Senator Heidi Heitkamp (left). 
Photo Credit: Herman Farrer 
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Guests enjoy the baseball-themed decor throughout the Atrium
Photo Credit: Herman Farrer 

I am confident if we have free and fair trade, the United States farmer, 
rancher, producer, or forester will out-compete anyone in the world.
Sonny Perdue
Secretary of Agriculture

“Trade—more specifically, agriculture trade—should not be used as a weapon,” Chairman Roberts said. “Rather, it is a tool. It is 
a tool for peace, it is a tool for national security, it is a tool for open markets, and it is a tool for economic growth.”

In recognition of his work in expanding global market access for American farmers by removing trade barriers, Secretary of 
Agriculture Sonny Perdue received the American Leadership Award from Chairman Kevin Brady. Secretary Perdue played on 
the dinner’s baseball theme as he shared his remarks about trade policy in today’s political climate.

“Baseball is a great game, but it has a book of rules…that both teams are responsible for complying with,” Secretary Perdue 
commented. “We’ve got to acknowledge trade-wise, internationally, that we’ve got some people that aren’t playing by the 
rules…I am confident if we have free and fair trade, the United States farmer, rancher, producer, or forester will out-compete 
anyone in the world.”

The evening concluded with the presentation of the Lighthouse Award by WITA/WITF Board Member, Sarah Thorn and WITF 
Vice Chair, Bill Lane. A surprise recognition given by the Foundation to outstanding members of the trade community, this 
year’s Lighthouse Award recipient was Laura Baughman, President of The Trade Partnership and Trade Partnership Worldwide, 
LLC in recognition of her contributions to the trade community.  

Courtesy of: http://wita.org/events-2/2018-annual-dinner-recap/
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Finding the Gateway to the African Market
African Trade and Investment Global Summit

ver the span of three days, hundreds of key economic players gathered at the RRB/ITC to gain strategic knowledge 
about local investment opportunities and business networking at the 2018 African Trade and Investment Global 
Summit (ATIGS). 

A biennial business conference and exhibition, ATIGS is designed specifically to: promote and facilitate 
international trade between the Americas, Asia, the Caribbean, the EU and UAE with Africa; facilitate foreign direct investment 
in Africa and; provide a platform for businesses to expand into new markets.

This year, ATIGS’ main theme focused on “Driving Trade, Unleashing Investment and Enhancing Economic Development: 
the Gateway to African Markets.” ATIGS’ 2018 goals and objectives were aligned with two of the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals – goals #8 and #17 – for decent work and economic growth, and partnership for the goals, respectively. 

Exhibitors, global investors and deal-makers topped the agenda of this year’s summit, covering 16 economic sectors, including 
manufacturing, agribusiness, health, tourism, natural resources and more. Featured agenda items included project showcases, 
deal marketplace exhibition and country presentations. Several high-level speakers from South Africa, Ghana, USA, Nigeria, 
UAE, Australia, China, and Kenya, among others, were in attendance. 

Trade Promotion 

Distinguished guests help with the ribbon-cutting ceremony at the 2018 African Trade and Investment Global Summit
Photo Credit: Kaveh Sardari
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“Sub-Saharan African trade volumes are expected to quadruple 
by 2030. African markets are firmly on the radar of major 
investors and international trade as they hold many untapped 
opportunities for investors, exporters and companies,” said 
Bako Ambianda, Chairman of the ATIGS Organizing Committee. 
“ATIGS aims to create an environment conducive to exchanges. 
It will allow participants to connect with key players to get their 
projects off the ground and expand their activities in Africa."

The vision of ATIGS is built on the model of rotating the location 
of the summit every two years through a bidding process and 
organizing country-specific ATIGS in between. Future locations 
for the summit include: ATIGS 2020 – Dubai; ATIGS 2022 – 
Beijing; ATIGS 2024 – Brussels, ATIGS 2026 – Addis Ababa; 
and, ATIGS 2028 – South America.

“ATIGS 2018 is designed to contribute to AGOA, Trade Africa, 
World Trade Organization Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA), 
SDGs Agenda 2030 and AU Agenda 2063 by playing an 
important contribution in enabling companies all around the 
world and global investors to access African markets as a 
one-stop shop facilitating international trade and investment 
partners to support all internationally agreed sustainable 
development goals and objectives,” Ambianda said. 

ATIGS 2018 brought together new and established partners 
from around the world under one roof to increase business ties 
and partnerships, highlight and showcase trade and investment 
opportunities across Africa and enable companies from globally 
to expand or establish operations in Africa. 

African markets are firmly on 
the radar of major investors 
and international trade as 
they hold many untapped 
opportunities for investors, 
exporters and companies. 
Bako Ambianda
Chairman of the ATIGS Organizing Committee

Attendees visit the various exhibitors set up in the Atrium
Photo Credit: Kaveh Sardari

Panelists speak in front of a group in the Amphitheater
Photo Credit: Kaveh Sardari
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he Atrium of the RRB/ITC was filled with the sights 
and sounds of a global village as thousands of 
children and families attended this year’s Culturfied 
International Children’s Festival. Designed to stretch 

minds and imaginations, the event transformed local school 
children into “Global Explorers” for a day. 

Whether stepping into a Mongolian yurt, beating on an 
authentic African drum, or tasting a Sudanese fruit drink, 
children were immersed in the cultures of over 20 countries 
from around the world. The participating embassies kept the 
young explorers busy traveling from one country to the next, 
making sure to get their “passports” stamped along the way.

The goal of the festival is to “start global affairs education 
at an early age,” said Culturfied Foundation President, Mele 
Melton. The event marked years of efforts by the DC-based 
Culturfied Foundation to bring cultural literacy to elementary 
and middle school students and is seen by many as a great 
way to teach children to view the world on a global scale and 
to better understand the differences between countries and 
the cultures of their populations.

The day, which started with an official proclamation by DC 
Mayor Muriel Bowser, also included a host of other fun 
activities from the Swedish Embassy’s story time readings to 
over 15 dance groups. Dancers from Bangladesh, China, and 
Haiti took to the stage with colorful costumes and rhythmic 
dance. The audience joined in the fun with Bollywood dance 
lessons from Wuiping Yap of Fiesta Asia. 

Participating embassies included Angola, Azerbaijan, 

Outreach

Around the World 
in a Single Day 
Children Become ‘Universal  
Explorers’ at International 
Children’s Festival 

T

Children with their stamped passports 
Photo Credit: Kaveh Sardari

Culturfied International Children's Festival 2018
Photo Credit: Kaveh Sardari
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About the Culturfied Foundation
The Culturfied Foundation is a Washington, DC-based 
nonprofit founded in 2009 by Ethiopian-born Mele Mekonen 
Melton. The organization provides global education 
programs, study-abroad experiences multicultural events 
and educator professional-development in Washington 
Metropolitan-area community-based organizations and 
schools. For more information on the Festival and Culturfied 
visit www.Culturfied.org

Culturfied Foundation’s Mission: To foster cross-cultural 
understanding, exposing participants to the traditions and 
rich cultural heritage of many nations, continually expanding 
our platform of Education, Strategic Partnerships, and 
a worldwide interactive online community of registered 
members (www.culturfied.com).

Culturfied Foundation’s Purpose: To foster intercultural 
learning, and to enhance appreciation for unique people, 
customs and places around the world.

Bangladesh, Bolivia, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Haiti, 
Indonesia, Kenya, Lebanon, Lithuania, Mongolia, Panama, 
Philippines, Qatar, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Sweden, 
Turkey and Uruguay.

Melton, who created the Culturfied Foundation a decade 
ago, said events like the International Children’s Festival 
“help us understand that we are far more alike than we 
are different. When youth are engaged as informed global 
citizens, the future for all of us will be brighter.” 

When youth are engaged as 
informed global citizens, the future 
for all of us will be brighter.
Mele Melton
Culturfied Foundation President

John P. Drew, President and CEO of TCMA (A Drew Company), is joined on stage by representatives of the participating embassies to give welcome remarks at the festival
Photo Credit: Kaveh Sardari
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o celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, members 
of the Rhythm Dance Group of Azerbaijan 
performed traditional songs and dances 

under the sun on Woodrow Wilson Plaza at the 
RRB/ITC. 

The performance started off with a bang with six 
drummers seated on stage and one musician playing 
the Balaban, a traditional Azerbaijani wind instrument. 
The performers’ unique percussive techniques and 
hypnotic melody instantly drew in a crowd where the 
hour-long performance was split up between three 
short acts. 

Azerbaijani TV was on hand to capture the lively and 
energetic event, where a few popular folk songs such 
as “Yellow Bride” and “Sari Gelin” were played during 
the performance. 

Many spectators around the plaza paused to watch 
the cultural performance and were beckoned on stage 
to join in on a traditional Azerbaijani dance known as 
Yalli. 

The performers, who were visiting the U.S. after 
being invited by the Azerbaijani Embassy to dance at a 
jubilee event earlier in the week, made the stop to do 
the open-air performance. 

Diplomacy

Dance Group Celebrates 
Centennial of Azerbaijan 
Democratic Republic

TOP: The performers welcome spectators on stage to dance with them
BOTTOM: The Rhythm Dance Group of Azerbaijan
Photo Credit: RRB/ITC 
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Women Seizing New 
Opportunities with Africa

Women in International Trade hosts program 
for women-owned businesses to expand 
their export bases into Africa

Trade Promotion

PARTICIPANTS OF THE PANEL  
DISCUSSION INCLUDED:

• H.E. Arikana Chihombori-Quao, 
Permanent Representative of the African Union 
Representational Mission to the United States

• Mary Bezzini, 
President of Godman Power Group, Inc.

• Mucha Mlingo, 
President of OWIT Nairobi

• Thione Niang, 
Founder of the Give1Project

• Florie Liser, 
President & CEO, Corporate Council on Africa

(From left to right): Mucha Mlingo, President of OWIT Nairobi; Florie 
Liser, President and CEO of Corporate Council on Africa; Thione Niang, 
Founder of the Give1Project; H.E. Dr. Arikana Chihombori-Quao,  
Ambassador of the AU to the U.S.; Erin Walsh, Former Assistant 
Secretary for Global Markets and Director General of the U.S. and 
Foreign Commerical Service
Photo Credit: WIIT

(From left to right): Mucha Mlingo, President of OWIT Nairobi and H.E. 
Dr. Arikana Chihombori-Quao, the Ambassador of the African Union 
to the U.S.
Photo Credit: WIIT

he Association of Women in International Trade (WIIT) and the 
Organization of Women in International Trade (OWIT) hosted 
a program on U.S.-Africa partnership and women’s economic 
empowerment in connection with International Women’s Day.

In partnership with the Virginia/Washington, DC District Export Council 
(DEC) and the U.S. Department of Commerce’s U.S. Commercial Service, 
Northern Virginia office, the event “Women Seizing New Opportunities 
with Africa: Driving U.S.-Africa Exports, Investment and Partnerships” 
highlighted growing opportunities for women-owned businesses to expand 
their export bases into Africa.

U.S. Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross delivered the opening remarks, 
and Former Assistant Secretary for Global Markets and Director General 
of the U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service Erin Walsh moderated the 
subsequent panel discussion, featuring voices from public and private, U.S. 
and African, and for-profit and non-profit companies.

Addressing the roughly 150 guests in attendance, Secretary Ross shared 
his insights on the growing opportunities for women-owned business 
to go global. He specifically advocated for women to take advantage of 
the exciting opportunities that exist for American businesses to find new 
markets and effectively compete in Africa.

Following Secretary Ross remarks, Former Assistant Secretary Walsh 
opened the panel discussion, congratulating WIIT for celebrating its 30-year 
anniversary in 2017. She noted that only 12 percent of U.S. exporters are 
women-owned, compared to 20 percent of exporters worldwide. Further, 
only one percent of all U.S. SMEs export overseas. 

Content Courtesy of: https://blog.trade.gov/

T
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Culture in Focus

A Conversation with  
Her Excellency 
Dr. Arikana Chihombori-Quao

Ambassador of the  
African Union Mission to the U.S.

This in an excerpt from a TradeTalk interview between Her Excellency Dr. Arikana Chihombori-Quao, Ambassador of the African Union Mission to the 

U.S. and Andrew Gelfuso, Vice President at TCMA and Director of the World Trade Center Washington, DC. For a recap of the full conversation, 

please visit: https://bit.ly/2GQVkeB

Andrew Gelfuso: To begin, can you share with us some of the history of the African Union?

Her Excellency: The African Union is a membership of all the 55 African member countries headed by all African 
Heads of State. It was formed in 1963 as the Organization of African Unity (OAU) by the President of Ghana, Kwame 
Nkrumah. In 2002 the OAU was restructured and renamed African Union. Headquartered in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 
the Heads of States meet twice a year to discuss issues pivotal to the continent. After 33 years, Morocco rejoined the 
union in January 2017 so now the African family is whole again. The African Union Commission - the working organ of 
the AU — is headed by Chairman Moussa Faki Mahamat. The African Union Commission has six representational offices 
and I represent the Americas. Our goal is to get the Africans to speak with one voice because we know as clear as it is 
night and day that the African countries individually cannot survive, that our unity lies within us coming together as one 
continent and speaking with one voice. That is the goal of the African Union. The objective is to bring us together and 
make us whole again so we, the children of Africa, can take our Africa to its rightful place on the world stage.

AG: We learn from the past to find our direction in the future and to speak to the present in the future. In 
2015, the governments of the African Union adopted Agenda 2063 at the African Union Summit. What are the 
specific goals and objectives of the agenda and how’s it going so far?

H.E.: Well the objectives of course we’re talking about peaceful and prosperous Africa, a continent that has its own 
economic development driven by its own people, special emphasis is given to women and the youth. A peaceful 
continent that is free of any conflict, a continent that is governed with respect to the good governance and rule of law, 
respect for human rights and so they are basic pillars of any development of any community of any nation.

AG: Africa’s population is young and growing with a rapidly expanding number of job seekers entering 
the labor market. How can the current generation of leaders pave the way for the next generation of 
entrepreneurs?

H.E.: Well you witnessed last month the signing of the Continental Free-Trade Area. With the signing of the CFTA, we 
are looking forward to having a robust African continental economy with millions of jobs created, but along the way 
also open the way for outside investors to come in in a more seamless way. The biggest problem that we used to have 
is companies complaining about how difficult it is to do business in Africa; how you have to go from one country to the 
other and if you are going to go into six countries you need to get six visas from the six different countries. The CFTA 
will streamline that process and allow businesses within the continent to thrive and provide for the free movement of 
people within the continent. It will also pave the way for easy access to invest in Africa by our allies around the globe. 
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AG: What role has the African and African American diaspora played in the burgeoning growth in the 
continent? 

H.E.: We are playing some role, but nowhere near what we need to be doing. Keep in mind the biggest problem Africa 
has now is the lack of capacity. That capacity for Africa is in the diaspora. Through the brain drain Africa has lost a 
lot. There are more Ghanaian doctors in New York City alone than there are in the whole country of Ghana, the same 
is true with Nigeria. It really is a situation that cannot be sustained. The African Union is acutely aware of that which 
is why they realize that there cannot be sustainable development in Africa without significant participation of its 
diaspora.

AG: Agriculture is very important for Africa’s economic stability, as it is for most regions in the world. 
Farming is the primary source of food income and provides over 60% of all jobs on the continent, can you 
talk about specific policies that will help growth for farmers?

H.E.: You know we are the continent with over 65% of arable land on earth and I think it’s unfortunate that some 
countries, too many countries in Africa, are importing food. That is something that is absolutely unacceptable. The 
leadership and the African Union level recognizes that. At a certain level, it’s almost embarrassing to think that we, 
the Africans of all people on earth, are importing food. So we realize that of all the assets that we have above the 
mineral wealth, the land is where it begins and it is the land that, naturally, [for] our people is our form of wealth that 
we have known from time immemorial. So we also realize by and large, a lot of African countries the growth of the 
economy is going to be led through agriculture. So a well-
implemented, orchestrated agricultural program in every 
country is a must and it is at the top of the agenda of the 
African Union.

AG: Could that lead to a strong export sector as well?

H.E.: Absolutely. We would like to believe that the continent 
can be the breadbasket of the world.

AG: Your Excellency, thank you for being so generous with 
your time. I am excited to see what’s coming next between 
the U.S. and Africa in terms of trade, agriculture and 
mutual cooperation. I hope to see you again soon in the 
Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center.

H.E.: Thank you for having me and I can tell you I am a 
woman on a mission. Chairman Faki sent me here to see to 
it that the relationship between the United States and Africa 
is the best that is has ever been — that the bridges that link 
us are stronger that they ever have been. So I’m counting 
on Americans to also come to the table to join the Africans 
as equals, together in building the Africa that is prosperous 
and beneficial to both of us.

Thank you, and we very much look forward to working 
with you as a strong partner to support your efforts. 

(From left to right): H.E. Dr. Arikana Chihombori-Quao, the Ambassador of 
the African Union to the U.S., Andrew Gelfuso, Vice President at TCMA and 
Director of the World Trade Center Washington, DC
Photo Credit: Kaveh Sardari
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Collaboration

13th Annual Business  
Matchmaking Conference 
Promotes U.S.-Afghanistan 
Relationship

he Afghan-American Chamber of Commerce (AACC) 
hosted its 13th Annual Business Matchmaking 
Conference (BMC) at the RRB/ITC. 

The BMC is the largest conference of its kind 
worldwide; it promotes the growing economic and commercial 
relationship between the U.S. and Afghanistan. It helps to nurture 
a strong private sector enabling environment that is pro-growth, 
market-led, anti-corruption focused, encouraging of women’s role 
in business and is working toward a self-sustaining domestic 
resource base fueled by a vibrant business economy.

The matchmaking sessions are usually comprised of one-on-one 
meetings with major panelists, organization and business leaders, along with potential U.S. and Afghan business partners. 

This year’s conference yielded a great amount of future potential as it succeeded with at least $12 million in new business. 
Other positive outcomes from the conference include the AACC getting directly credited with helping secure major new 
investments in the ICT sector for U.S. companies, and the BMC being able to convene a group of global influencers, major 
business and government leaders from all key aspects of Afghanistan private sector development. 

HERE ARE SOME OTHER “KEY TAKEAWAYS” OF THE 2018 BMC:

• The BMC 2018 was host to multiple new bilateral initiatives focused on exports from and investments into Afghanistan.

• The AACC agreed to create a new "Mining and Extractives Working Group".

• This year’s conference committed itself to providing "Successful Industry Thought Leadership" with presentations focused on 
specific and high-level investment strategies and advice from the most successful business leaders in Afghanistan, 

• BMC speakers reinforced “governance” of Afghan institutions is improving but not fast enough. 

• The AACC and the BMC 2018 have succeeded because of strong collaboration and partnership with the Afghanistan and U.S. 
Governments. 

The AACC was able to help facilitate meetings with members of the visiting Afghanistan delegation with U.S. Department 
of State, United States Agency for International Development, Federal Communications Commission, and Department of 
Commerce. 

Content Courtesy of: https://www.a-acc.org/press-release-for-aacc-bmc-2018/
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The Biggest Culinary Competition in DC

Events DC Hosts 10th Anniversary Embassy Chef Challenge

Diplomacy

ith bites and beverages prepared by 28 
nations, the chefs and guests of Events 
DC’s 10th Anniversary Embassy Chef 
Challenge embarked on a culinary journey 

around the world as they entered the doors of the RRB/ITC.

Embassy chefs began preparing and serving their creations 
in hopes of coming away with the coveted Pineapple Trophy 
while the guests set off on a taste-testing global tour before 
casting votes for The People’s Choice Award. International 
foodies were joined by a panel of judges who nominated the 
winner of the prestigious Judges’ Choice Award. Celebrity 
chefs, food critics, and influential members of DC’s culinary 
community made up the panel of judges nominating the 
winner of the prestigious Judges’ Choice Award.

The sold-out event offered guests a rare opportunity 
to experience specially curated dishes, breathtaking 
presentations, and diverse tastes. Chefs who normally work 
behind closed doors were able to interact with guests as 
they prepared and served authentic regional menu items. 
Dishes ranged from Jamaica’s Oxtail and Butterbean over 
mac’n’cheese, and El Salvador’s Pupusa Loca Nibble, to 
Georgia’s Chanakhi, Morocco’s Chicken with spices from the 
earth and sea, and so much more!

As the performances came to a close and the final votes 
were cast, a very special guest kicked off the award 
ceremony. Siyabulela Mandela, grandson of Nelson  
Mandela, offered some words of wisdom, emphasizing  
 

the importance of cultural understanding and events like 
Embassy Chef Challenge that promote culinary diplomacy. 

Two new awards were presented this year, The Best 
Beverage presented by Pepsi and The Best Dressed 
Embassy presented by Macy’s. The Embassy of Barbados 
was awarded the Best Beverage trophy for their Drunken 
Bajan Lemonade which captured guests’ attention with its 
purple, fruity presentation as well as its remarkable flavor. 
The Best Dressed Embassy was earned by the Embassy 
of the Kingdom of Morocco with its colorful display that 
wowed guests.

Events DC Senior Vice President and managing Director 
of sports, entertainment and special events, Erik Moses, 
said of the tenth anniversary event, “This year’s challenge 
was bigger and better than ever before. It was great to 
see so many embassies turn out with such pride for their 
native cuisine and culture. Congratulations to all the chefs 
who competed. Here’s to another decade of friendly and 
delicious competition.” 

2018 EMBASSY CHEF CHALLENGE WINNERS:

• Judges’ Choice Award Winner, 1st Place AND People’s 
Choice Award Winner, 1st Place:

• Chef Abigail “Abie” Sincioco-Mateo representing the 
Embassy of the Philippines

• Dish: Pork Sisig

• Judges’ Choice Award Winner, 2nd Place AND People’s 
Choice Award Winner, 2nd Place:

• Chef Francis Otoo representing Embassy of Ghana
• Dish: Lamb Jollof Rice

• Judges’ Choice Award Winner, 3rd Place:

• Chef Jouvens Jean from the 
Embassy of the Republic of Haiti

• Dish: Kabrit Kreyol served with Haitian Cinnamon Water

• People’s Choice Award Winner, 3rd Place:

• Chef Alex Salgado representing the Embassy of Colombia
• Dish: Coconut Shrimp with Pancetta and 

Heart of Palm Ceviche

W
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Tell Your American Story

Furniture, Story Boards highlight All American Room

Outreach

n partnership with MADE: In America, the RRB/ITC 
welcomed an exhibit featuring a unique display of 
America’s best home furnishings and interior design in 
the Atrium Gallery. The exhibit is part of the “Tell Your 

American Story” initiative, created to assist American small 
business to identify overseas markets and create and deploy 
new and more effective strategies to reach them.

The exhibition was created with expertise from the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, International Trade Administration, 
Global Textiles, Apparel and Sporting Goods Team and The 
Office of Textiles and Apparel. Also included in the Gallery 
were exhibits from Johns Hopkins University Carey Business 
School and Anne Arundel Community College (AACC), School 
of Architecture and Interior Design. 

The exhibition was anchored by the All American Room, 
a custom made ensemble of home furnishings created 
by MADE: In America award winners Beachley Furniture, 
Niermann-Weeks, Salvations Architectural Furnishings, 
Victoria Larson Textiles and 1429 inc. In addition to the All 
American Room, the gallery presented related exhibits, one 

featuring award winning Gordon Brush. Their innovative 
interpretive program showcased the companies long history 
of global innovation and commitment to U.S. manufacturing 
and workers. Anne Arundel Community College presented a 
stunning collection of interior design story boards, expressing 
their student’s unique vision of the All American Room.

These project partners are working in cooperation with 
MADE: In America. They undertook a program of academic 
research that will be used to educate the next generation of 
business executives and design industry professionals on 
how to market U.S. made products in new and compelling 
ways that will resonate with consumers around the world. 
Curated by DC interior designer, Mathilda Cox, ASID, the 
exhibit has been created to express The New Look of America 
Design, in a coordinated effort to establish an international 
brand identity that is recognized by consumers as the global 
standard for excellence in design and craftsmanship. 

Content courtesy of: https://www.madeinamerica-usa.org/ 

Left: The All American Room displayed a variety of furniture in the Atrium Gallery
Top Right: A story board on display
Bottom Right: A story board on display
Photo Credit: MADE: In America Foundation
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Student Diplomats 
Participate in 41st 
Annual Mini 
United Nations

he Embassy Adoption Program (EAP), a 
partnership between the Washington Performing 
Arts and the District of Columbia Public Schools 
(DCPS), presented the 41st Annual Mini United 

Nations (Mini UN) at the RRB/ITC. More than 500 DCPS 
students from all eight wards of the city convened to debate 
and draft resolutions relating to climate change and natural 
disaster relief. 

Each spring, the EAP connects over 80 embassies and 
global partners to more than 2,000 fifth- and sixth-grade 
students from DCPS classrooms. The Mini UN is just one 
component of the year-long partnerships of this unique 
global and cultural education program between participating 
embassies and classrooms. 

Teachers prepare students throughout the year, with the 
help of embassy and global representatives, to discuss 
issues relating to climate change and natural disaster 
relief, as well as core values of the classroom’s adopted 

country or region. In the spring, teachers select six student 
delegates to attend Mini UN to represent their adopted 
country or region and their class at the event. The student 
delegates prepare and defend resolutions for addressing 
climate change and natural disaster relief based on their 
adopted country’s positions. 

This year’s event began with welcome music and a playing 
of the U.S. National Anthem by a professional brass quintet. 
Ms. Caroline D’Angelo from the U.S. Department of State 
delivered remarks to the assembled students, encouraging 
them in their roles for the day as student diplomats. 
Volunteers assisted students in formal and informal 
discussions surrounding three provided resolutions. At 
the conclusion of the day, select students presented the 
resolutions recommended by their discussion groups. 
The students’ hard work was rewarded by an engaging 
performance by Step Afrika!, presented by Washington 
Performing Arts. 

Students participate in the Mini United Nations at the RRB/ITC
Photo Courtesy of: Fritz PhotoGraphics

A student makes her presentation
Photo Credit: Mark Story Photography
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Outreach

From (left to right): Hon. Jim Moran, co-chair of the WAC-DC Board of 
Directors, Daniel Mulhall, Ambassador of Ireland to the U.S., Andrew Gelfuso, 
Vice President at TCMA and Director of the World Trade Center Washington, DC

World Affairs Council’s Ambassador Series
s part of their Ambassador Series, the World 
Affairs Council- Washington, DC (WAC-DC) 
hosted the Ambassador of Ireland Daniel 
Mulhall and the Ambassador of Latvia Andris 

Teikmanis for a discussion open to the general public and 
WAC-DC members.

Ambassador of Ireland
His Excellency Daniel Mulhall, Ambassador of Ireland to 
the United States, discussed the U.S. – Ireland bi-lateral 
relationship, the impact of Brexit on Ireland, and his country’s 
relationship with the international community, among other 
topics at the RRB/ITC.

WAC-DC International Affairs Director Stephanie Fassler 
introduced Ambassador Mulhall and Hon. Jim Moran, co-chair 
of the WAC-DC Board of Directors, who served as moderator. 

Ambassador Mulhall began his remarks by reminiscing 
on his time in America. He expressed a great admiration 
for America, and the opportunity he has to interact with 
Irish-Americans as Ambassador. He conveyed positivity 
regarding the direction of the Irish economy, as well as the 
climate of progressive change in Irish social issues. The 
discussion turned toward the flow of investment between 
Ireland and the U.S., and identified Brexit as a cloud on the 
horizon of the future of the European Union. Hon. Moran 
brought up the topics of the Irish role in the EU post-Brexit, 
at which point Ambassador Mulhall speculated that Ireland 
will have to take a more prominent role as a bridge between 
the U.S. and Europe in the absence of the United Kingdom 
in the EU. Hon. Moran then asked the Ambassador about 
his stance on contemporary immigration issues in the 
United States. To close the event, Ambassador Mulhall took 
questions from the audience about education, NATO, and 
populist trends in Europe.

Ambassador of Latvia
His Excellency Andris Teikmanis, Ambassador of Latvia to 
the United States, discussed the U.S. – Latvia bi-lateral 
relationship, Latvia’s membership within the EU and NATO, 
and the influence of populism in Europe, among other 
topics at the RRB/ITC.

WAC-DC's Interim President Dr. Matthew D. Shank 
introduced Ambassador Teikmanis and Anna Gawel, 
managing editor of the Washington Diplomat, who served as 
the moderator. 

Gawel posed the first question about the upcoming Latvian 
centennial celebration and asked what this means to the 
Latvian people. Ambassador Teikmanis emphasized how 
proud he is of his nation and its rich cultural history. 
The Ambassador also mentioned that he was one of the 
signatories for the Latvian declaration of independence in 
1990 which was one of his proudest moments in his career. 

Gawel also asked about the Baltic and Nordic states 
tensions with Russia and how their governments are 
combating Russian aggression. Ambassador Teikmanis 
stated that he felt no fear and that the strong relations 
with the EU and precautions against cyber warfare were 
very important to Latvia. He also showed little doubts in 
Article 5 of NATO – the collective defense article which 
states an attack on one NATO member is an attack on 
all NATO members – and argued that the last Brussels 
summit actually made important decisions that showed 
strong affinity to Article 5. To close the event, Ambassador 
Teikmanis took questions from the audience about Russian 
influence, personal goals as ambassador, and awareness of 
Latvian culture in the U.S. 

Content Courtesy of: https://www.worldaffairsdc.org
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Embassy of Slovenia 
Celebrates World Bee Day

The proclamation of World Bee Day proves that the will to take action 
does exist. I am happy that realization of the importance of bees for 
sustainable development and the future of humanity in general has 
reflected in the consensual support to the resolution.
Dejan Zidan 
Head of the World Bee Day Project and Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia

id you know that 1 in every 3 bites of food that 
we consume depends on bee pollination? In an 
effort to raise awareness about bees and their 
declining population, the Slovenian Embassy 

celebrated World Bee Day at the RRB/ITC. 

During the Capital Harvest on the Plaza Farmer’s Market, 
the Embassy of Slovenia set up a booth to commemorate 
the importance of bees in the environment. They taught 
passersby about a native Slovenian bee, the Carniolan 
Gray, which is one of the hardest working of all honeybees 
worldwide, other bees and different products that are 
derived from the role of bees. The RRB/ITC’s culinary team 
prepared a chef demonstration featuring honey-inspired 
recipes. 

The Embassy of Slovenia hopes the event will inspire people 
to examine the role bees play in human food production 
and health and consider how monoculture farming, 
genetically modified agricultural products, and the wide 
use of pesticides are putting bees and other pollinators at 
increasingly high risk for their own survival. Honey is not 
the only thing bees are needed for, they also play a big role 
in terms of food security, nutrition, sustainable agriculture, 
biodiversity, climate change migration, and a healthy 
environment. 

Showcasing a 600-year history of beekeeping, the 
Slovenian Embassy has held a multitude of events, 
all circling around the importance of bees. The main 
purpose of the events is to spread awareness of the 

significance of bees and other pollinators for our survival. 
Beekeepers and nature conservationists are advocating 
to help improve the conditions for bees, thus improving 
conditions for the survival of people. No major steps are 
needed; what counts is each and every action that facilitates 
the existence of bees. 

Slovenia has a long-standing history surrounding 
beekeeping and bee awareness. It is also a rich part of 
their culture, as one in every 200 Slovenians are engaged 
in beekeeping. After proposing a National Bee Day be 
declared, the United Nations did just that, and named May 
20 as World Bee Day. 

"Bees and other pollinators finally have the place they 
deserve in view of their importance for the world and 
for humanity,” said Dejan Zidan, Head of the World Bee 
Day Project and Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Slovenia. “The proclamation of World Bee Day proves that 
the will to take action does exist. I am happy that realization 
of the importance of bees for sustainable development 
and the future of humanity in general has reflected in the 
consensual support to the resolution." 

D

Impact and Initiatives
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Trade Promotion 

Smart Fabrics Summit Highlights 
Emerging Trends, New Technology

o foster greater collaboration between the U.S. 
apparel, technology, and textile industries, the 
Department of Commerce in partnership with the 
Industrial Fabrics Association International hosted 

the “Smart Fabrics: Getting Smarter” Summit. This event 
built on the success of the 2016 Smart Fabrics Summit and 
highlighted the emerging trends and new technology in this 
growing market. 

Recent advances in technology have brought together the 
apparel, technology, and textile industries to develop new 
capabilities in fabrics with the potential to change how 
athletes, patients, soldiers, first responders, and everyday 
consumers interact with their clothes and other textile 
products.

Known as “smart fabrics,” these new high-tech products 
have the ability to interact with their user or the 
environment, including tracking and communicating data 
about their wearer or environment to other devices through 
embedded sensors and conductive yarns. The applications 
for these new capabilities are broad, with most smart fabric 
product development currently seen in the fields of defense, 
sports/fitness, health, and public safety.

The Summit provided a forum for key players in the smart 
fabrics industry to identify opportunities for collaboration, 
and discuss industry challenges.

 
 
 
 
THROUGH A DAY OF PANEL DISCUSSIONS AND THE 

THE SUMMIT’S MAIN FOCUS WAS TO:

• Bring together industries that need to collaborate in order for 
the emerging smart fabrics industry to meet its full potential 
and accelerate its development by U.S. manufacturers.

• Improve mutual understanding of the needs of private sector 
industries and the roles of public sector agencies.

• Spur original thinking among public and private sector 
organizations about how new or existing policies affect 
current and future smart fabrics products.

Research and development funding, intellectual property, 
data security and privacy, standards, and product 
development trends were just some of the issues explored at 
the Smart Fabrics Summit. 

One particular highlight of the Summit was a fireside 
chat with U.S. Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross, who 
discussed advanced technologies, private space travel, 
patents and breaking down barriers.

“I’m here because we are trying very hard to help 
industries like yours that are trying to achieve breakthrough 
technologies, because we’re not going to go back to cheap 
labor, and we don’t want to,” Ross said. “So we need smart 
solutions to be able to overcome those who both have cheap 
labor and are trying for smart solutions. So anything we can 
do to encourage your industry would be great – specifically, 
if there are regulatory issues that are blocking you.” 

T
Panelists present their ideas to the crowd at the 2018 Smart Fabrics Summit
Photo Credit: Kaveh Sardari 
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Outreach

Triway Celebrates 25 Years 
of Excellence in Promoting 
China-U.S. Exchanges

positive force in promoting people-to-people 
exchanges and engagement between the 
U.S. and China, Triway International Group 
celebrated its 25th anniversary at the RRB/ITC.

John Wu, founder and president of Triway, reflected on the 
company’s growth from a small shop with a staff of less 
than 10 members in Chinatown, DC, to the firm’s current 
size which has facilitated thousands of official visitors over 
the past 25 years.

“We are indebted to many government officials, 
professionals and professors from all sectors of the 
U.S. society for their generous support to our mission of 
bridging China and the world,” Wu said in his welcome 
speech. 

Incorporated in Washington, DC in 1993, Triway is a 
professional consulting firm serving clients in China and 
the U.S., promoting exchanges and cooperation between 
the two nations in technology, education, management and 
culture.

Wu acknowledged the openness and willingness of 
Americans to share their best practices in areas including 
corporate governance, organizational management, 
decision-making and leadership with their Chinese 

counterparts. Their professionalism and wisdom has 
inspired many Chinese visitors.

The honorable Lauren Vaughan, Secretary of State of the 
District of Columbia, recognized Triway’s achievements 
and dedication in bridging the two nations. She echoed 
Wu and other speakers’ statements that non-governmental 
engagement and people-to-people exchanges benefited 
mutual understandings and common interests of both 
countries.

Mr. Futao Chen, Minister Counselor of the Chinese Embassy 
in the U.S.; Mr. Zhongsan Liu, Chief Representative of China 
Association for International Exchange of Personnel in New 
York City; Mr. Chuck Woodruff, Chief Operating Officer of 
the School Superintendents Association, and others also 
delivered their congratulations and shared their stories and 
views on the promotion of China and U.S. exchanges in 
talent training, trade, business and education.

Partners and friends of Triway’s - from governments, 
businesses, professional associations and international 
organizations - were all on hand to attend the celebration.

Content Courtesy: The Triway International Group

LEFT: The Triway International Group RIGHT: John Wu, founder and president of Triway 
Photo Courtesy of: The Triway International Group
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International 
Speakers Series

Collaboration

s part of their continuing International Speakers 
Series, the Washington Intergovernmental 
Professional Group (WIPG) hosts members of 
the diplomatic and congressional community for 

discussions on trade, investment and more globally-centric 
topics of interest. Most recently, WIPG hosted discussions with 
His Excellency German Hugo Rojas Irigoyen, the Ambassador 
of Paraguay, and the Honorable Congresswoman Debbie Dingell 
(MI-12).

His Excellency Germán Hugo Rojas Irigoyen, 
Ambassador of Paraguay

His Excellency Germán Hugo Rojas Irigoyen, the Ambassador of 
The Republic of Paraguay spoke about the bi-lateral relationship 
between Paraguay and the U.S. and the amount of trade and 
investment opportunities in Paraguay.

His Excellency also touched on the topic of 
education, saying it is a “key issue” and the 
mentality must be changed in order to create a 
better future for children.

The ambassador expressed his hopes for Paraguay 
to become a regional aviation hub in the southeast 
of South America, with goals to reestablish a direct 
flight from Miami to Paraguay.

Ambassador Irigoyen also answered questions from 
the attendees, which ranged from the healthcare 
system and broadband development in Paraguay, to 
tourism opportunities and Paraguay’s economy.

“We still need to grow,” he said.

Overall, Ambassador Irigoyen was optimistic about 
Paraguay’s future, though still cautiously critical.

The Honorable Congresswomen 
Debbie Dingell
Congresswoman Debbie Dingell discussed her views 
on trade, American workers and more.

The conversation started with Dingell reflecting on 
tough bills that were in the process of being voted 
on, which ranged from farming and immigration to 
prison reform. She spoke about defending freedom 
of religion for her constituents and improving 
infrastructure. She then talked about trade and how 
it is one of the most complicated issues present 
in congress and in this country. Although the U.S. 
is no longer part of the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP), Dingell expressed her thoughts on the 
partnership, along with her thoughts on NAFTA.

“Congress must focus on bringing jobs to the United 
States and strong enforcement mechanisms,” 
Dingell said in a statement about NAFTA 
negotiations.

 Dingell echoed her duty as a congresswoman 
to continue to fight for the American worker and 
ensure that they are being treated fairly when 
making negotiations. 

(From left to right): Andrew Gelfuso, Vice President at TCMA and Director of the World 
Trade Center Washington, DC, His Excellency Germán Hugo Rojas Irigoyen, Ambassador 
of Paraguay to the U.S., Nelson Garcia, President and Founder of WIPG
Photo Credit: RRB/ITC
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Eighth Annual Emerging 
Markets Forum

he Robert H. Smith School of Business 
convened its 8th annual Emerging Markets 
Forum at the RRB/ITC. The theme of this year’s 
event was Business Powering Africa Forward.

Today, Africa is home to 6 of the 10 fastest growing 
economies in the world, and while this is true, 
misconceptions are still widespread about the future 
of business and trading throughout the region. People 
often fail to appreciate its vast regional differences and 
diversity, which discourages businesses from wanting to 
engage. A number of African countries have undergone 
vast economic reforms, and there is an emerging culture 
on entrepreneurship and innovation. U.S. engagement is 
declining in the region, while other countries like China 
are dominating the continent and has become Africa’s 
largest trading partner. The Forum series works to increase 
awareness on emerging world markets and what it means 
for the U.S. The day was broken into six sections, with a 
mix of prestigious speakers from the business, academic, 
and policy world.

Speakers addressed a range of important topics including 
how investment is important for growth, macroeconomic 
outlook on the continent, regulatory reform, and how U.S. 
businesses can overcome challenges.

Investment and Outlook
Speakers echoed some of the same themes and positive 
prospects that long-term growth on the continent 
continues to look hopeful. Private investments will become 
critical and with appropriate policies, growth will exceed 
expectations throughout the region. Keynote speaker 
Antoinette Monsio Sayeh, who is the Center for Global 
Development’s distinguished Scholar and the Former 
Finance Minister of Liberia, explained the need for an 
emphasis on revenue mobilizations and structural policies. 

Speakers also highlighted the importance of focusing on 
country-level growth rather than as a whole continent, as 
we may miss the exceptional progress that is happening at 
the country level. Making sure that private investment is 
diversified especially in non-traditional sectors is important 
for the creation of jobs for Africans as well.

Africa and the U.S. Perspective
Speakers from top U.S. Corporations and the federal 
government stressed the importance of continued business 
relationships with the continent and ensuring credit worth 
transactions. Even though obstacles are present, speakers 
noted that business deals and investing in infrastructure 
was one of the top priorities.

Overall, there was a reoccurring theme of “working as a 
global community” to be essential in debunking the claims 
of high risk that is currently preventing foreign businesses 
to invest in Africa. Moving forward, it is important to shift 
the way we think about Africa and not only see it as a 
continent, but realizing the individuality and differences that 
vary across nations that makes the continent so unique.  

T

Africa is home to 6 of the 10 fastest 
growing economies in the world: 
Ghana, Ethiopia, Cote d’Ivoire, 
Djibouti, Senegal and Tanzania.
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